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P27 king ſenſible how 

ER prevalenttheCen- 
ſures of Envy and 
il] Nacure are al- 
moſt over every 


- thing that once becomes pub- 


lique, I thought it my pru- 
dent'{t Courſe bctore hand to 
provide my felt ſuch a ſhelter , 
as might, if not wholly keep po 
cng 


theeffets of their Malice, at 
leaſt render them little preju- 
"dicial to me. 

Immediately therefore I was 
carried away by a ftorc2 of Na- 
rure impoſhible to be reſiſted , 
co beg leave tnat I might have 
your ProteCtion for my San- 
Etuary , being very well afſu- 
red your Name s Amuler 
enough againit all the deſpite- 
tul outrages ot perverſe diſpo- 
fitions. 

And indeed to whom could 
I with more reaſon Dedicate a 
Book compoled by that Fa- 
mous Philoſopher Mr. Anthony 
Le Grand, and conſ{-quently of 
a moſt Elevated dignity , then 
to 


" to your ſelf, whonot only moſt * 
delights 1n the verrues of ir, but 
. at large poſleſles them. 

Perſons of your *Quality , 
vIr , can very ſeldome fix their 
vertue , and make 1t regular 
the imperuous rumalts ofa oid- 
dy world are ſo violent upon 
their ſences , that they are 
quickly Hurrican'd out of 
courſe by them : but the De- 
bauches of an Impious and de- 
generate Age have no influence 
upon your iteddy mind ; You 
1njIy an undiſturbed compo- 
ſure, notwithſtanding all che 
Attacques of others to divert 
the Channel , and are not ike 
thoſe bodies, whol: Complex1- 
A3 ons 


ons follow the nature of their 
Climaces ; for you live in the 
continual exerciſe of vertuous 
Actions, amid{t thoſe who 
make it the chiefeſt of their 
practiſe to ſtifle and oppreſs 
them, ; 

As Heaven has been very 
prodigal of its bount1es to You, 
Ic has likewiſe i1n{tru@ted You 
howto injoy them; and You 
doit in {onoble, generous, and 
exalted a manner, that all 
Mankind who have heard of 
Your fame, are forced to ac- 
knowledge You bet deſerve 
them: and inſtead of envying 
your affluence, they have more 
reaſon to wiſh that You may 
dayly 


fe 


m— 


dayly meet with new Acceſſ- 
ONS, 

. Your Greatneſs has not the 
power to make You ſupercili- 
ouſly haughty ; you receive all 
addreſſes with ſuch a famitiaricy 
and caſineſs of Nature, that 
plainly ſhews 'tis Verctueouly 
magnifies you : and the quali- 
ties you have made natural to 
youare ſoexcelling , that as evil 
men can find nothing in them 
to maligne , ſogood men cannot 
ſee any thing bur what they ad- 
mire and doateupon. 

Let me then inall humility 
implore your Patronage of 
what 15 ſo much your own: 
ther's none will doubt the va- 
lue 


lue of any thing which ſhall 
have the happineſs of pleaſing 
You: and in it I ſhall no: only 
have my greateſt {ſecurity , but 
ſhall find alſo my extreameſt 
Obligations to be all my lite, 
| þ Bp 
Your moſt Devoted, 
moſs Humble, lo 
and. 


moſt Obedrent Serv ant, 


EpwaxD Cooks, 
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The firſt Treatiſe : of Pleaſure, 


Do . Sapientes 
The hiſt diſcourſe, pacis Cale 


Po IN © { bellum 
The Optrzon of Epicurus concerntnggeruat, & 


laborem 

. H : 
PLEASURE. fgets 

O ; Fa lerant. 
a Face, when conlidered as the Re- Clemens 


| ward of Warr , which returns with Alex and, 
U.ury the pains and toyl of Con. om. 24, 
Guerors , 15 the delire of all Sove= 
rains : even the moſt Barbarous as well as Ci- 
© v-lized peopae give honour to her , and none 
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will refuſe her Entertainment in their King- 
domes, but who are reputed Salvage, yea the 
very Antipodes and oppoſites of Nature. 
No Nation whatſoever will proclaim a 
Warr , but they propoſe her to themſelves 
before any Ingagement with their Enemies , 
whoſe promiſing reſults are ſo large and con- 
{iderable , that they never ſcruple the hazar- 
ding whole States and Kingdomes tor her ac- 
queſt. 'Tis true, there is no affinity berwixt a 
quiet Repoſe , and a troubleſome and bloody 
Battle , nor is it imaginable , that a Man ſhould 
have thoughts of Peace at the very time he is 
Sacking of Towns, diſpeopling Provinces, 
committing Murders, and laying all places in 
Ruine and Deſolation through which he pal- 
ſes. Yet is this the language of all Soyerains, 
who ſay they never begin a Warr, but upon. 
the preſumption and hopes of Peace, nor do 
they ever labour the ſubduction of their Ene- 
mies, but thattheir firſt amity and alliance may 
be more ſtrongly renewed. 
Po'thtas What Peace is in the Politique, that is Yo- 
'" ,0m1''' Iuptie or Pleaſure inthe moral; the is the end 
+ <7hagtnd of all humane actions, and when Philoſopiers 
ca vol. do inzage againſt Yice, making uſe of //irrme 
rates  tocombat wkh it , they propoſe not to them= 
dolores to-ſelves any other happinels then its Enjoy- 
rm P29 ment : they account the difficulties of Vertue 
HEHUMY'a 4 vx: . a + 22” 7 WR” ' . 
[z« & ci: Aclightful , becauſe of che pleaſure he promi- 
{es 
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ſes to them, the hopes of which cauſe all 
their reſolutions and fidelity , and queſtionlcſs 
they would be diſengaged from the cares and 
troubles of being pollelt with her, were they 
not tranſported witch !.er charms and delica- 
cies. Epricurus, who has openly declared 
himſelf as well the defender as lover of Plea- 
ſure, never bad a thought to be injurious unto 
Virtue, when lie prcicnted her with it for a 
companion or a Mrs, For as he obſerved all 
our ARions inclined to Pleaſure , that we had 
a natural averlion to grief and vexation, that 
the former concluded our celires, the later 
oppoſed them z he was perſuaded that Pleaſure 
was our cheit telicity , that we might enjoy it 
in Nature , and that it was an Innocent afpi- 
ring to the condition of the gods, to ſhare 
with themin a quality which made themhappy 

His Enemies , who either have not had a 
right conception of his thoughts, or have dif- 
ſembled and put a falſe gloſs upon his deligns, 
on purpoſe to ſerye for an occalion to oppoſe 
them, haveimagined that he has lided with 
the Body againſt che Mind , that he has eſta- 
bliſhed his felicicy inthe ſence, and as it he had 
rejeted the Immorcality of the Soul , he had 
jumbled together in a mixt confulion che plea- 
ſures of mankind with thoſe of the moſt infa- 
mous beaſts. From which ſurmiſe have pro- 
eceded ſo many bitter inyeCtives againſt o- 
; lupt;c, 


mY 


= 


ls verſabi- 
tw. Ari. 
Mor, Ni- 
com, Lib, 
2, CaP-'3, 


The Diume 
Laptie , that even all their writings are ſtuff 'd 
with his diſorders, and that calling of it ſome- 
times the peſt of Mankind, anon the deflroyer 
and Enemy of Reaſon, they have cauſed the 
greateſt part of the Philoſophers ro have a 
nauſeating and horrour for it. I acknowledge, 
that that which only reſpe&ts the body, and 
concludes all its dominion in the ſence , is dan- 
gerous unto Man, often debauching his Rea- 
ton, abating his Courage, darkning his 
Judgement, and making Virtue te be ofno 
value in his breaſt , when that before hand is 
poſſeſt of the chair, 1t ſome Philoſophers 
may be credited , it is the cauſe of all diſorders 
inthe world , andis no leſs the deſtruRion of 
whole Eſtates, then it is the Ruin of particu- 
lar Families. *I'is ſhe has ſo often mingled 


the poyſon with the drink , made Subjefts Re- 


bels, cauſed Soldiers to keep ſecret correſpon- 
dencies with their Enemies, and oblig'd chil- 
dren to give death rothoſe from whom they 
themſelves have received lite, In ſhort , Yo- 
luptie belyes its name , lince it never affords us 
true and real Pleaſures , but burts us in its fla- 
teries , makes Martyrs of its ſlaves, andindeed 
beſtowes nothing leſs upon 1ts votaries, then 
what it makes them hope for. 

| ſhould be aſhamed to defend the Opinion 
of Epicurus , did Iferiouſly t'ink it was the 
protector ot 10 infamous a felicity , and that 


the * 
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the Original of all its good things had their 
ſource from all our evil ones. But his Philo- 
ſophy to me ſeems too rational to approve of 
fuch extravagancies , and he hath ſentiments 
too Noble to authorize in publique that which 
the moſt impudent and ſhameleſs themſelves 
condemn in ſecret, Thoſe, who will take the 
pains accurately to conlider and weigh his 
Writings and narrowly ſearch into his 
thoughts , may obſerve that he had no other 
intention, when he ſpake ſo to the advantage 
of Pleaſure , thento make his wiſe man hap- 
Py , to looſe his body from griefs and trou- 
bles, to fill up his mind with delight , and to 
render them both equally ſatisfied, Thofe 
who have thought otherwiſe, have ſcandalized 
his innocence, and can find no other wayes to 
pleaſe his diſciples , then in the publication of 
their malice or their ignorance. For what 
Stoick 1s there that does not defire to be ex- 
empred from cares and troubles? and what 
Philoſopher thinks himſelf unhapoy , becauſe 
be enjoyes a perfect health , ſees bis mind tree 
from ſorrowes, and diſtempers at a good re- 
move from all the parts of his body > what 
favourable opinion ſcever we receive of the 
merits of Virtue , yet would the be but little 
Srateful to us, if alwaycs ſhe appzared per- 
verſe and troward, only giving uz an enter- 
tainment of hex guſerics , without ever ren- 
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dring the enjoyment of her, pleaſant and a- 
oreeable. She ought to make a diſcovery of 
her Charms, as well as Beauty , to oblige us 
to be in love with her, and to prowiſe us full 
con:entment and ſatistacion, to ingage our af- 

ieRions to an earneſt purſuance of her. 
Boxum niſj Though Good be the ObjeRt we are. natu- 
etiam dele- rally moſt inclinedto, yet it never atiratts 
oo #07 Our affections, but when it diſcovers unto us 
uno ſomething particular of Beauty in it, and we 
de >pir.c> 100k upon it as an indifferent thing all the while 
littzra.cap, that it does not appear to us pleaſant and agree- 
3. able, as well as Profitable, and of Advantage. 
This 1s the common Sentiment of all Men, and 
It 15 ſufficient only to conſult our own Inclina- 

tions to be perſuaded of this truth, 

Now it this defire be Juſt, and it be permit- 
ted usto follow it, Since it is natural, why 
ſhould Epicurus be condemned becauſe he has 
advanced the glory of Pleaſure , by the faſten- 
ing it unto Vertue, and by rendring this No- 
ble Habitude agreeable to procure her Admi- 
re:S? If there be ſuch ill perſons in the world 
that make an ill uſe of her, and who leave 
the Miſtriſls ro pay their Courtſhips to the 
Waiting-Gentlewoman ; this Miſcheif ought 
to be attributed to their diſorderly temper , 
and ſhould be no more wondred at , then to ſee 
Impious Men prophane Sacred things , and 
Mercenary ones quit their adored Divinity , 
wholly to be taken yp in her favors, There 
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Thert can be nothing more rational , then Inclinav; 
the Paſſion and Love of Saints, who love the £97 menm 
Almighty from the bottom of their hearts, © f _ 
who ſeek Him intheir a&tions , who ſuffer all —— 
things for his love, and never do eſteem them- as in ecer- 
ſelves happier , then when they may teſtify ro »4m prop- 
him their affections by their ſuffering. Yec'*7 7c779%- 
ir is permitted for theſe Jealous ones of their gp”: « 

. al, 118, 
Maſter's glory , ro conlider the happineſs that 
they wait for , to love under the hopes of Re- 
compence, and regard the Lawrels that muſt 
one day crown their Labours, This Mzghry 
King , in whoſe Perſon both Valour and Pic- 
ty are united , and who has as much Signaliz'd 
himſelf by his Devotion, as his Victories ; 
Profeſſes loudly that he looks forthe Reward 
of his Juſtice, that his hope begins and ends 
all his Actions , and that he is never moreani-,,,,,..... 
mated to the PraQtice of Vertues, then when ,,4up:a:s 
he ſets before him that pleaſure which muſt /orab!s cos, 
render him for ever glorious in Immortalitie,® 'al. 35. 

After this allowance , we cannot blame the 
Followers of Fpicurus, but we muſt do an 
outrage to the innocence of the Saizes, and 
make theſe unjuſt , as we would condemn the 
former as guilty. Both of them aſpire after 
Pleaſure, and look upon Vertue as the mean 
tO arrivetoit, andto have a different Faith, 
makes them not contented with the ſame aims 
and deligns, If the Sroicks bave cryed them 

B 4 down, 
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down, and condemn'd their DoQrine in all 
their Works; we muſt attribute this Judg- 
ment to the ſeverity of their Set , who ac- 
knowledging no other felicities then thoſe of 
Vertue , reject all things that may make ic in 
the leaſt ſuſpicious, Though the Philoſophy is 
more pompous, 'tis not therefore the more 
Plaultbie, and it would be eaſy for me to rejet 
their Maxims , bad I not been on their lide in 
my Book Entitu'ed The Man without Paſſi- 


ons ;, and if I had notdiſcovered according to * 


their Sentiments, that the adyantages of the 
Soul make all its grandeurs, that others are 
ſtrangers toit, and that to render a wiſe Man 
pertect , it is but neceſlury to render him ver- 
rnous. 

But to make an Accommodation betwixt 
theſe Enemies, and cauſe them to enter into 
a good underſtanding and intelligence , we 
muſt acknowledg that their aims are at one and 
the fame end, and both are Rivals to the 
ſame Miſtrifs, though indeed it is under differ- 
ent Pretexts. The Sroicks regard Venue as 
an honelt good , and the Epicureans as a De- 
letable; Thoſe content themſelves with poſ- 
ſeſſion of Beauty , theſe latter are taken up in 
the pleaſures ſhe creaces in the hearts of thoſe 
that are her Captives, 


The 
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T he Second Diſcourſe ; 


That Voluptie or Pleaſure is Natural 
to Man. 


Ature is ſo prudent in her ConduR , and 

ſo regular 1n all her Works, that we 
cannot be beſide the cuthion in our purſuit at- 
ter her; She is the guide of the Univerſe , the 
Soveraign of Creatures, and the invilble 
Light that ſuperintends all our A&ions. All 
Philoſophers approve ber Inclinations, and as 
they are aſſur'd that ſhe derives her Origine 
from Heaven it ſelf , without any difficulty in 
the caſe, they make choice of her for their 
Miſtriſs, All who obſerve her Laws are ar- 
counted happy by them, her hatred and her 
ſove excite all their paſtions, and they do 
not ſhun Evil, and imbrace Good , but be- 
cauſe She has inſpired them with an Averlon 
for the one, and a ready Complacence for 
the other. Fpicara , who is rendred Famous 
in his School, by making a narrow Scrutiny 
ito all her Secrets in his Remarks upon her 
Movements ; bas oblig'd us to revere Volupty, 


becauſe ſhe 1s * her Glory , and that this In- Ngures, 
tcreſled 
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tereſſed Mother makes a general communica- = 
tion of ir toall her Children. In ſhort, all 
Animals are capacitated for it, they ſeek it as 
ſoon as = do come into the world, and by 
their Induſtry after it, they make a publick £ 
indication hoy much they are inclined to her, ., 
The little Infants that are hanging at their Mo- 
thers Breaſts, and whoſe reaſon as yet lies 
buried in the Fleſh, are feartul of Grief, and 
in love with Pleaſure, bemoan themſelves 
when the former touches them, and are in an 
Expanſion oft Joy, whea the other gives a flat- 
tery to their Sences, When a more ripen'd 
age has refin'd their faculties, and the ob- 
zects they entertain themſelves with , have diſ- | 
covered to thera their Beauties , their thoughts %' 
are wholly buficdafcer their Proſecution , their 
reaſon contrives ways how ro acquire them , 
and following the inſtin& of Nature , they do 
what they can to ſarisfie their deſires and give 
their minds contentment. 

The Poets, imitating the Oracles by their 
frequent hitting upon truths in their Verſes , 
have fained that Orpheus drew Beaſts to him , 
rhrough the (weetneſs of his voice, that thoſe -.; 
who thunn'd the fight of men were ealily | 
brought over by his elevations and cadences, 
that their wild and ſavage diſpolitions was for- 
gotten by his melody, and that by this kind of 
mirth and pleaſure he made thoſe creatures 

be. 
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become familiar which he could no wayes re- 
claim by his addreſs. The Politir1ans, acknow- 
ledging this ſecret, and Learning by expert- 
_ ence the efficacy and power of Pleaſure , have 
made uſeof it 13 all their deligns; by it they 
have kept the people in Obedience, put a ſtop 
to Rebellion in States and Kingdome: , ard 
have kept off thoſe Cangers that havet"reat- 
ned Ruine. The Republique of Athens owes 
its conſervation to the diveriiſments of her Po- 
ets,and their playes have won them over more 
ſubjets, then the happineſs and ſucceſs of 
their Arms. For combating with the peo- 
ples paſtions, they have prertily ſtollen into 
their minds duty with Pleaſure, the ſame 
ſcenes which have diverted them, havetaughr 
them virtue , and they have carryed away that 
from the Theater, which they could never get 
from Philoſophy. 

The Lawyers, who are fo expert in theirde- g, -- 
cilions, and ought to know the properties of; _— 
every thing to determine our ditterences , ac- mulicre 
cord with the ſentiments of nature, in ſaying ©9%rvre, 
that Man is alwayes inclined to Pleaſure, that _ 
the privation of it is ſufficient to cauſe him —_ Sh 
break his promiſes , and that he may permil- p:14+2jen- 
fively fail in his word roa young Lady, when tw dcfor- 
ſickneſs has ſpoilt the body , and left a vilible 7954# 
deformity upon the face. It ſeems a ſhock to OE 
the inclinations of this common Parent, that 4, ru 
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a man ſhould be obliged to marry her who * 


ceaſes to be delightful to him, and that ſhe 
ſhould unjuſtly exa&t the continuation of his 
love,when ſhe has loſt that attraQtion which be- 
gat it in him. 


Almighty God, who preſcribes an end in .. 


A 


all his Actions, and who often makes known *© | 


his deligns by thoſe circumſtances that are at- 
tended apon them, has given us this aſſurance, 
that Pleaſure co a Man is natural, Gince he cre- 
ated him in a place of Delicacies , and afforded 
him a Paradice for his firſt Habitation. If 
we may credit the ancient Fathersin their Deſ- 
criptions of it, the Earth did never bring 


forth any thing more beautiful , fince all chings _ 


that was there plac'd conſpired to his felicity, 
*['was the yery Manfton-houſe of all imagina- 
ble Charmes , the retrait in which all Happy- 
neſs was circumſcribed , and the inchanted Ca- 
ſle of rhe Poers, The Fountains that gently 
fell from the ſmall declining Hills , the Streams 
which made their intricate but pretty meanders 
over the flouriſhing Meadows charm'd his ears 
with the delightful and purling noiſe of their 
Waters, the Trees did charge themſelves 


things he could look upon raviſh'd his light, 
the Beafts were no leſs his Domeſtiques then 
his Slaves ; and as the former was the agree- 
able ſupporters of his life , ſo theſe reſpeRed 

= ; his 


S., 
with Fruits for the plealing of his taſte, all 
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his orders , and ſhew'd their Obedience to his 
commands, All the Seaſons were in a delicate 
confulion with the Spring , the Cold did ne- 
ver freez up his members, the Sun warm'd , 
4 buthad nopowerto burn him, and the Stars 
were to ſurround him with their moſt Benign 
influences. The Earth, from whoſe boſor-n-1:@:tis 
He receiv'd his being , gave him a hare of all eſt mcaſurs 
her Treaſures , She covered her ſelf with 9915 
Flowers to be a delight to him, and in her ar gy 
Verdant and Forreſt Tapiltry , invited him 10 fon eft, in 
his repoſe, and if atany time the rouk away quo quir/- 
any of her Beautics, it was only to preſent<t->. Tho, 
him with a greater variety far more agree-*'*+ 9 3% 
ble. Ina word, Pleaſure and Man are born 
together, it is the end of all his Operations, 
and he may be ſaid to have obtain'd it, when 
once he comes to enjoy it. 
It would be needleſs for me to make uſe of 
other Arguments to eiiforce this trath , and 
as it would be to no purpoſe to prove the fire 
heats , the Earth is heavy, and all the Starrs 
are incircled with light ; ſo it ſhall ſuffice me 
- to ſay thatPleaſureis commonto all creatures, 
&, that Manſeeks it as his happineſs, that Na- 
ture diffuſed ir in all her paris, and that God 
himſelf did give him his creation in an Earth- 
ly Paradice, for his aſſurance that it was na- 
tural to him, 
But as no Maxim is (@ follid as not to meet 
with 
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with its adverſaries, and that even thoſe them- -: 


ſelves who love the truth, yer do ſometimes 
perſecute it; they give out thar this Sentiment 
is an enemy io Veriue, thac it ſhocks Mode- 
ſy , andis notto be defended wichout bring- £ 
ing Confution into the World. For it /olup- 
ry be natuial ious, andif we are permitted 
to follow its motions , who will not preſently 
cry our , and chink that we may lawfully com- 
mit Whoredoms , without any punilhment 
carry away oar Neighbors Wives, and make 
Marriages the occation of our Libertinage 
and Senſuality, This ObjeRion, he, that 
ſpeaks much to, will be Impertinent to very 
little purpoſe; Nature does rot oppoſe her 
ſelf to the Laws of God, ſhe abhorrs what- 
ever he forbids, andas all her Light ſprings 


from him, the adores his Will, and obſerves 


his Ordinances, All that diſpleaſes him , is 
an offence to her; and He has never yet for- 
bid any thing , which the has not inſpired into 
us aa horror for , and avyerlion to do it. Does 
He deteſt the Adulcerer, She looks upon him 
as a Monſter, and gives all the Nations in the 
world an abhorrence of him,-If he makes Plea- - 
ſures unlawful, She condemns them likewile ; 
She perſuades all her Children ro fly from 
them, and as ſhe is Obedient , ſhe obſerves all 
the commands of ber Soveraign. 
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The third Diſcourſe, 


That Good , Honeſt , and Profitazle, ts 


enſeperable from Pleaſure. 


A* Qualities have their Oppolitions , ſo 
have they likewiſe their Reſemblan- 
ces; Logick, which ſeperates their proper- 
ties , can never divide their Eſſence, and they 
agree in Unity , although they are compoſed 
of different Species, The Miſtery of the Tr:- 
nity which Altoniſhes all Theologie, and has 
made all Ages ſweat about the ditcovery of it, 
concludes in one and the ſame nature a Plura- 
litie of Perſons; the Father is not the Son, 
and theHoly Spirit is different from them both. 
Asthey make diverſe ſpecies, their proprieties 
do no whit agree together, the Paſlive Generg- 
tion cannot be attributed to the Father , nor 
the procellion to the Son, without confoung- 
iog the power of the Father, the wiſdom of 
the Word, and the love of the Holy Spirir. 
Yet notwithiianding , they are all Three ye- 
conciled in one and the ſame Divinity , and the 
diverſity of their Perſons is no hindrance ar 
all to the unity of their Nature, 
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What appears ſo difficult to the conception © 


in Theology , ſeems evident in the Aforall. 
The Good that is the obje& of it, and whictt 
makes the Glory of all its inſtructions , is ex- 
panded in all its branches , its Diviſion ſtands 
nor in oppoſition to its Unity , and if it makes 
uſe of different Names, it neicher changes 
Heneſtum Quality or Condition. Ir is every way agree- 
um «till _ableche Pleaſure makes its principal difference, 
rad and it never does attraQt the Mind, before it has 
do invebay ſtirr'd it up by its ſurpriſing Charms, U#s- 
que polt lity which is as the ſoul of Polititians, appears 
exrum ab. always under its habits, and Philoſophers are 
Jolutamac- ngx ſuch courtiers of Honeſty , but that they 
—_— hope from it ro receive SatisfaRtion. But the 
7: bettertomix this confulion , we muſt obſerve 
Leo Heb, that the Deſire is continually under diſquie- 
de Amore, tudes, rh: its violence keeps us in ſuſpence , 
Gal.2, and its Languiſhing does often equal the vigor 
of the moſt rigorous Diſtempers., For it is 
as Shame-fac'd , as it is Cruel, and we oughc 
to confeſs our Miſeries, as oft-times as we 
make any Withes, Nothing, but their ac- 
complithment , can afford us latisfation, and 
put us intoa Sedate and quiet temper. Indeed 
we {win in Pleaſure, when our delires change 
into Effets , when we poilſels whatſoever we 
did propoſe for our Content , and when we ſee 
our Fears vaniited , and our Hopes eſtablith- 
el, Butthis Joy is of no longer a continu- 
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ance, then whilft we are ingaged in the ſearch 
of a Good ; 1t leſſens it ſelf by its poſſeſſion , 
and we ceale to be ſatisfied and contented, as 
ſoon as we ſee Our g:eedy defires in repoſe , 
and our ambitions have their ſatisfation, He, 
who to ſecure hiuſelf trom Poverty , patles 
the Seas, dcſpiſes dangers, finds out Lands 
Incognico with the hazard both of his Safety 
and his Life, andall to get him Riches, is no 
longer afte&ed with the pleaſure of them, 
then whilſt heis heaping them up , and as the 
proficable Gain does charm his Travels , ſo is 
his delight of chem loſt and gone , as ſoon as 
they are lo:k'd up in bis Coffers, He lan- 
Suithes after the Treaſures he has not, an4 
diſregards what are in his own poſſeſſion , 
and only thoſe good things which he hopes for 
can give his I houghts contentinent. The Am- 
bitious Man 1s as much unhappy as him that 1s 
Covetous ; for when he is ſweating with the 
pains he takes to get htmſelt Honors, imploy- 
ing the credit of his Friends that ſo he may 
come to be abovethein, ard often raking on 
him an undecent humility , rhac at laſt he may 
arrive at ſome Eminency in the World, the 
Glory only then appears delightfal ro him, 
when he beholds it as the recompence of all 
his Labors and H!miliarions, But no ſooner 
are his d*-iires accomplith'd, and he has made 
his Interiors of his Equals , but he languiſhes 
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in the midſt of his Honors, he only regards 
thoſe that are yet wanting to him, and being 
puſh*d on by the inquietude of his deſires, he 
does acknowledg no other happinels, then that 
which promiſes lim .he Dignity and Prefer- 
ment he earneſtly tlurſts tor. What is the joy 
of a Philoſopher , when he 1s become con- 
queror of his Patlions, and maſter of thoſe 
ſlaves that would oppreſs his Liberty ? he does 
no violence to himſelf but ſuch as gives him 
Pleaſure, all his pains are agreeable to him , 
and he reckons all his Combats happy ones, 
lince they lead him unto Victory. But has he 
excluded Vice from his breaſt, 1s the objeR of 
his affeQtion become that of his hate , and has 
he (ubje&ed that which before did Tyrannize 
over him? His vertue is forſaking him, his 
pleaſures dwindle , and he muſtcombat with 
new Difficulties, if he would procure to 
himſelf Dclights. 

This Principlegrarted,, it is no hard taskto 
provethat honeſty andProfitare in affinity with 
Pleaſure, an ut 1s only !hethat ingages us in 
their purſuir. For the prohtable good is not 
dilireable only for its (elf fake, lince that the 
poſſeflion of ut is Sterile, and gives no fatisfa- 
ion to thole who are once mademaſters of it. 
[t muſt be Pleaſure that moves them toit,repre- 
ſenting it undera form that is agreeable , and 
appearing beautiful as well as protuable, ro 
make 
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make one be in love withir, Eating, which 
is ſo neceſſary to Man, is ever follow'd with 
pleaſure, and 1 doubt whether ive ſhould be 
at the trouble of ſelt-pretervaition if we were 
not invited to it by the comertme't, as well 
as by the necellty. Riches, which are made 
the Diviiities of the world , and wi.ich moſt 
Men 1tdol:'ze, would be in Intle efeem a- 
monglt us, if they did not difcover the plea- 
ſures ihey g1.ec to thoſe that have them, aye ! 
and flatter them with an aſſured Felicity, For 
they diſplay all that poſlibly can make them 
divertive; they ſhow them ſtately StruQures , 
rich Habs, Tables ſpread with all the varie- 
ties capable to pleaſe their Taſt, advan'ugious 
Marriages, and a vaſt retizue of Ser:ants, 
who attend their Perſons, and obſerve their 
Commands. All this Pompous Gaz: ety ra- 
viſhes their Aﬀections, and makes chem with- 
out any Ditficulty , conſecrate the'r cares and 
diligence in the Acqueſt of thoſe goods whicl 
promiles them ſo many advantages. 

*['ts true, the ſeeking of that good, we 
call Horeſt, is more pure, it is not bei: olding 
to ſtrange favors to ſatishie its Lovers, and it 
is to do an injury to its Merit , to delire any 
thing above 1ts ſelf. But yer it ceaſes nor to 
have its Chariws, as well as Prot, it is the 
Glory as well as the Ornament of thoſe who 
poſſeſs it, all Mankind has a Reverence for 
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it, and as it has the Wicked for its admirers , 
ſoall good Men too load it with their Pane- 
Syricks. Honor 1s its Appanage and portion , 
all perſons that regard it , give it their prailes, 


and thoſe ſpeRators muſt become enemies to - 


it, that can refuſe it this recompence. Know- 
ledg, which 1s one part of it , does it not cre- 


ate a bundance of delight and pleaſure in the + 


Learned? And can they mount up into the 
Heavens , make a diſcovery of the Stars, 
ſound Nature, and penetrate into the Abyſms 
of the Earth , withouta tranſport? As ji 

the light of our Underſtanding , ſhe with it 
infuſes joy into our Souls, exalts us above our 
ſelt, and without ever .changing our condi- 
tion, the ſeems to make us paſs out of dark- 
neſs into light, from a Priſon unto Freedom, 
and from Death to Life, None , but thoſe who 
are ignorant, can queſtion this truth, and 
who having never been exempted from the 
phlegmy conceits of their dull and groſs bo- 
dies, are not ſenſible of its Sweetneſs and 
Delight, 
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The Fourth Diſcourſe. 


That Pleaſure is the ſoul of Morral 
Wertues. 


Othing is ſo great a Scandal to the Sto- 
icks, as the low and petty Rate that is 

put upon Vertue, they look upon all thoſe 
little leſs then Sacrilegious , that do diſhonor 
her, and never think any puniſhment too ri- 
gorous to chaſtiſe their Infolence. As they 
are inamoured with her Love, they call her 
the Divinity of the Earth , they make her the 
Standard of all their Noble Ations, and they 
wilh Monarchs would as well relie upon her 
condut , as the meaneſt of their Subjects. 
Epicurms, who is juſt of an oppolite Senti- 
ment, and who has given Pleaſure the prefer- 
ence to Vertue, is reckoned among them no 
better then a Monſter ; they have thought a 
Man muſt quit his reaſon to fide againſt ber, 
and proſtrate a Soveraign unto Aer whom ſhe 
diſdain*d to accept of for a Slave. * But with- 
out doubt thoſe Philoſophers are too ſevere 
in their condemnation , which makes me 
think they have not ſufficiently conceiv'd th= 
: C 3 wean- 
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meaning of their Adverſary , in that they have 
charg'd him with fo many Reproaches. For 
did they take the pains to examine Soveraign 
Good in its vature, they would tind themſelves 
in no diſagreement at all with him, they ſeek 
that in effe& which they blame in Appearance , 
and are no otherwiſe enemies to him , but 1n 
their way of expreſſion. For if they aitirm 
that Vertue 1s contented with her own pere 
fetions, that ſhe deſviſes all advantages that 


are forrein to her , and only to be polſeſt ot 


her, 15 {ufl _— to make one live happy 1n 
the world . The Epicirrears likevnle will yield 
this G ory tO her» and make their proteſta- 
tions , that they look up p01 her as the moſt 
z Profitable © t al th od thi LON Bur they will 
never acknowled> lier to be Man's felicity , 
- ſince the orly condu&s him toir, and never 
nikes her ſelf defirable , but for the love of 
For that 
happy life which they would have begin from 
an enjoyment ok her, 1s notl.ing bui the plea 
ſure which they eſtabliſh , and which, ſepe- 
rating the mear.s irom the end that leads to it, 
they aze oblig'd to P reicrr to Vertue, 

Indeed Plea'ure f{eeins Natural to the Ver- 
tues, the moſt ſercre of them do leck her, 
as well as the mo{t diveitive, and though their 
contentment is more reſerv'd and hid, it 15 no 
whit the leſs true and rea!. As lhe 1s rhe 
| | cliict 
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chief and peculiar good of Man, clearing up 
his reaſon , and fortfying his will , the very 
agreeably flides into his foul, and if the ſom- 
times amazes her SpeRators . . the ſtill affords 
ber admirers moſt plentiful Delights and Sa- 
tisfaction. Thole Heroes , who make Fortune 
their dive ſion, and laugh at it , contemning her 
power, andwith an equal unconcern betold- 
ing her favors and affronts, have done we!! 
to acknowledg that there is a certain pleaſure 
in the Vertue that charms them , lince they 
preferr irs injoynments to Riches and Honors : 

accounting themſelves happy intheir poverty , 
and excratting Glory from that which makes 
others Miſerable. That Philoſopher , who 
has made himſelf Yamous in Hiſtory in his 
choice of a Tubb for his Manſion houſe , and 
ſo as it were to bury himſ-lt alive in the midft 
of Athens, ſpeaks but the ſatisfa&ions that he |, ,- 
there -onoived, and thongh he was depriv'd, vm quid 
of all things, he did not forbear diſputing! dind quam 
his Felicity with the moſt pompous and lotry 99%"'-rs 

Soveraigns, His abade was more pleaſant nay” . 
him then their Pallace, he confidered ir OY rant ny 
Temple fromwhence he deli ed his Oracles: :»-t5 , 
and depiling the Ornaments oft rooms of En- 75 
tertainment, he look'd upon his own as very ''7 * 
well accommodated , lince it had vertue for its, ,.,.., 
Hoſteſs, the Water that querch'd his ebirft, 4444.7 

and the dry parched Bread thar farished his ſc ? 

hunger, he thought, nced giye nv place r9 Ty*+* 
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to their Delicacies, and as they did purely ſa- 
tisfy Nature , they left no diſguſts which are 
the uſuall puniſhments of their extravagant 
ſeeding, He got the conqueſt of all the pal- 
lions that inſulred o'r Kings, Fear and Grief 
were baniſhe4 from his ſoul , and while theſe 
lament the loſs of Battles, and aftlit them- 
ſelves wich the revolt of their ſubje&ts , and 
groan under the weight of their Diadems , he 
enjoy'd a ſweet Repoſe, and liv'd in a pro- 
found and undiſturo'd Tranquility. It he 
ſhun'd the Courts of Princes, it was becauſe 
he knew the troubleſom ctmber and diſtracti- 
on of them , it he retus'd publick Dignities, 
it was becauſe he counted them as ſpecious 
Servitudes ; and it he preferr'd the czibate 
life to Marriage, it was becauſe the name'of 
Zantippe was 04ious to him, and that he 
look'd upon the ſociety of Women as ſuch, 
who would always be commanding , though 
they were born to obey. In ſhort , this Phi- 
loſopher enjoy'd a perfe&t freedom : his mi- 
ſeries were only in appearance, and contem- 
ning the grandeurs of the World, he could 
boalt in this of being the moſt happy Man a- 
mongſt all the Philo'ophers, and-the moſt 
puilant of all Kings, 

It Pleaſure has triumph'd over Poyerty in 
the perſon of Diogenes, it its ſweetnels bas 
overcome ts cruelty , and has put an agree- 
ableneſs 
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ableneſs into the moſt incompliant and unwel- 
come of all vertues; it has no leſs Empire 
over the reſt of her companions. Thole that 
ſeem to be the moſt diſ-intereiſed, do pro- 
pound her to t;emlelves 1. all their enterpri- 
Zes, aid thoug.. they would be tho gt to 
ſhun her, yer they take their meaſures by her 
movements, Friendihip, which derives all 
ber Glory from the lincerity of her Aﬀecti- 
ons, has yet a pathonate earneſtneſs for her, 
it loves tin the object it reveres , its preſence 
contributes to lier happineſs, and the never 
makes her approaches to it,but to receive from 
thence ſatisfaRion. 

There is nothing more pure then the vertue 
of the Ancients, who have expos'd them- 
ſelves to dangers , not valuing their lives, bur 
chooling an inevitable death to preſerve their 
Countries from thoſe miſchiets which have 
threatned them. Ir ſeems thoſe gene: ous Sp1- 
rits had no other Sentiments then tliole of 
Honor, they had only a regard to Vertue, 
when they made themſelves Victims to her, 
Notwithſtanding we may ſay that Pleaſure 
was the life and ſoul of all their ations, they 
ſtirr'd not but as ſhe did move them, and 
though they fought out miſeries, they were 
not leſs the Slaves of Pleaſure, They ima- 
gined that Poſteriry wou'd give them Elogies , 
that their Children would become the peoples 
love, 
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love, Hiſtories would publiſh their Valour , 
their Statues would be Ornaments and Deco- 
rations of publick places, and all Mouths ex- 
panded in the celebration of their Names, 
and all Pens jimployed in relating their 
Merits. Death, which is ſo terrible to the 
Cowar.Jly «&i.! 2ppear to them but a petty 
Evil in compariſo:: of the honors they pro- 
miſed to them! les; and as they were ani- 
mated by the deſire ot Glory , they only con- 
ſidered the Immorialiry thac would crown their 
actions. 

Juſtice , which pleaſes it ſelf with Rigour, 
and moſt of her time is taken up in the cho tiſe- 
ments of Criminals, has not any Senti;1-nts 
more pureand refn'd, Whena Father 1s in- 
rag*d agamſt his Son, and favors his Accuſers, 
and becomes his perſecuter as well as his Jug, 
making his natural affetion vive place to that 
of his country , and condemns him to a thame- 
ful death ; one may well fay he is enrag'd with 
himſelf, he puniſhes himſelf in the perſon of 
this Mallefitor, and he feels by Anticipa- 
tion, thoſe torments that ſho114 put an end to 
his life, For who can imagine that a ſepera- 
tionſoſenſible, and rouchins , ſhould be ac- 
companied with contentment, and that any 
Man who has a Love for his Children, can 
become their Parricide with fatisfaion. 
Yet we may beaſfur'q thar he receives joy from 
_— 
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it, that by taking away his Son's life , he ren. 
ders himſelf famous inthe World, that by this 
Rigor he acquires to himſelt the ticle of Juſt, 
that he has ridd himſelf of a perſon that would 
have blemifh'd his Reputation, and whoſe 
crime would have been an eternal Blurr upon 
his Family, had henot walh'd itaway in his 
blood. As his Int*refts are taftned tothoſe of 
the publick , and none canattacque his Coun- 
try , without intrenching upon his liberrie 
he ſtudies its conſervation in that of his Na- 
tions, he is ſatisfied that the one cannot be de- 
ſtroy'd, but the other muſt lie grovelling un- 
der its Ruines , and that all thoſe are his Ene- 
mies, who have a delign at her overthrow. 
\What has been faid of Poverty, Force , 
and Juſtice , might with much more eaſe be at- 
tributed to the «ther Vertucs, lince they do 
more apreeably inlinuate theinſelves ito our 
breaſts, without oppoling the inclinations of 
Nature, to make themſelves Maſters of it. 
There is but therefore one difficulty bel:ind 
to be remoy'd upon this Subje& , to clear up 
Epicirua, and to juſtity him againſt the reproa- 
ches of bis Adverſaties. It that Pleaſure be 
ſo link'd to Vertue, that the and it are 1nſe. 
perable , why does ſhe oppole it, and declare 
her ſelf its Enemy wherever the meets it ? 
Temperance keeps her in awe and ſubjection , 
and will not ſuffer her tomake any Sallies , and 
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23s if fhe was the ſhame of Nature, ſhe con- 
demns all her eſcapes and extravagances. 
Prudence blames the uſe of her, and diſco- 
vering what diſorders the cauſes in her Slaves, 
obliges us to ſhun all her approaches. This 
Objection ftands in need but of a ſlight An- , 
ſwer; in ſaying, that YVertue does not reje&t 
all manner of Pleaſures , but if the condemns 
thoſe that are Infamous and Criminal, ſhe 
permits on the other hand, all thoſe that are 
Natural and innocent. She allows the tempe- 
rate Man to take deligh: in his Sobriety , the 
Judg, to be pleaſed inthe equity of his De- 
crees , the Philoſopher , to extract his joy 
from the conqueſt he gets over his Pailions , 
and the politique States-Man to hugg himſelf 
in the happineſs that favors his Deligns , when 
he ſees his delires accompliſh'd, Eyvil is not 
always the objet of our Hatred, and if it 
afflicts us when we feel its firſt aſſault , we are 
well pleas'd when we behold it flying away 
from us, and Diſcomfitted. 
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The Second 


TREATISE 


Ot Moral VERTUES. 


The Firſt Diſcourſe. 


Of the nature of PRUDENCE. 
O part in Man's body is acknowledged 
ſo uſeful , as thar of the Sight, *cis 


N the Nobleſt of all the Sences, the 
Theatre of the Soul, che Inſpiration of Paſ- 
ſions , and the Inſtrument to inſtrut and help 
us in the diſcovery of all Arts and Sciences. 
Aſtrology , which deipiſes the beauteous glo- 
ries of the Faith, to take her full Comem- 


plation of ti.oſe higher ones of the Starrs, 


and which inferrs (v often from their Motions, 
the 
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the Symptoms of our Diſtempers , would have 
been unknown inthe World , if the Sight had 
not given it its Birth and Origine , and if the 
had not diſcover'd to her, all thoſe Pompous 
principles fron! whence ſhe draws her conclu- 
ſions. The Eye which is the Organ of it, is 
a contration of Miracles , and it we will give 
any Crecit ro the Anatomiſts, Nature never_ 
made any thing fo full of Delicacy and Mag- 
wtfcence. *Tis plac'd in the Head as in a 
Throne, its Pallace is environ'd with Glals 
and Chryſtal , and the Water there, is fo cu- 
riouily mingled with the Fire , that its light is 
conſerv'd init without loling any thing of iis 
ſubſtance, Nature , which knows the value 
and worth of all her works, has ordered all 
the members that are neighbors to it, to ſerve 
as Guards and barrs, the Duſt falls down- 
wards toſecure it from danger , the Eye-brows 
ftand up for its defence, and the Tunicks are 
hardene\ that they might withſtand the otten 
changes of the Air, as well asthe violence of 
Hear. But admit, the Sight ſhould not have - 
all theſe advantages, it would be ſufficiently 
conliderable in its dilcoveries of the wonders 
of the Univerſe, meaſuring the diſtance of the 
Starrs , obſerving their motions, and Reading 
therein, as in a Book, all the Characters 
which become the Deſtiny of Mankind. 

If the Eye bethe light of the Body , Pru- 
dence 
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dence is that of the Mind, it is a Luſtre that refta regy- 
diſſipates its Darkneſs, a flame that clears it !* __ 
up in all its deligrs , and which ſeperating the 
Good from the Bad , creates init, a Love for ,;e an- 
the one, and Honor for the other, As ſhe is ma. Arift, 
ative, and intereſled in her good ſucceſs , mage mo” 
the regulates all ts motions, and will not per- 77: 
mitit to take reſolutions to its diſadvantage. PI rINY 
She preſcribes ſuch a comely Moderation to 
its Sallics, that it ſets about nothing but by 
the order of Reafon, her judgment 1s depen- 
Cant upon its advice, and diſcovering to it 
the nature of ev*ry thing , puts it out of dan- 
ger of chooling doubtful good things , for 
certain ones, and thoſe which are only ap- 
pearing for True and Real. 

The vertues, that are the Daughters of the 
Will, fetch all their light from this Sun, the is 
their perfection as well as guide, and as they 
are animated by her light, they are obſer- 
vant to all her commands. Theſe, who tor- 
ſake her condu&, doeaſily change trom being 
natural, and degenerate into Vitious, they 
become the ſhame or the puniſhment of their 
Slaves. Temperance ceales her Empire over 
the Paſlions, when ſhe leaves off being ruled 
by Prudence, ber moderation 1s turn'd to ex- 
ceſs, and following the vain Fancies of ima- 
gination, ſhe lets her ſelf be carried qut to 
extremities that are very hurtful and prejudi- 
clal, 
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cial, Juſtice loſes its name , and takes that 
of irs contrary , when it 15 abandoned by Pru- 
dence, all its ſentences are either too remiſs 
through Fear , orcruel , and not well weigh- 
ing the greatneſs of the C:imeand its merit, 
it oiten punithes the Innocent, ard abloives 
the Guilty, Valour 1s conveited into Weak- 
nels or 1emerity , when it has once lett off 
ro depend upon her ſuccour, all rhat i: at- 
tacques, does either injure or provoke it, 
It is always faint-hearted vr inſolent, and does 
nothing that 1s not a reproach to its Cowar- 
dize or i's Preſumprion. 

This glory cannot be diſputed with Pru- 
dence, without being ignorant of 1's Puiſ- 
fance; for as the is the ſoul of the Active, ci- 
vil, and politique Lite, the 1s extended over 
all the ations of Mankind , the gives he live- 
ly anc perteCting touches to what Science and 
Knowledg have but rough-drawu , and making 


Prudenatia : aw 
inſormat , their general principles become particular , ſhe 
aftuat , &+ diſcufſes all the circumſtances that may be ei- 


app/icat ther a ii op or an advance to her Deligns, That 


quite SCUN- 
112 & ſapi- 


entia cog- 


ſhe may h2ppily ſucceed in this purpoſe , the 
lersnoithins eſcape her light, the conſiders up- 


noſcendo ON all the Cifferences of time, and comparing 
invenciunt the future with what is paſt ,- the judges of the 


_ event of affairs which ſhe has been mecicating 
Oiie to 


on. Making ule of the memery to learn the 

J & . . 
concuct ot our Anceſtors, correcting her 
Faults 


"». 
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Faults by their Errors, andtaking adyantape 
from thetr loſs and damage. Things pre! et, 
lictle touch her, lor as they are caly to Py 
cern , and there needs but a mean Capacity ro 
judg of them , ſhe troubles not her ſeit bur 
with — ſhe thinks upon what may 
happen , though the events may ſometimes 
betray her delist 1s, we can't condeinn eji- 
ther her Conſultations or Fote light, Sheis 
even-pois'd in all her Enterprizes, the evil 
tyras of Fortune do make not heralter herAd- 
vices , bit ſhe dares undertake to defend them 
though all the world condemn her of blind- 
neſs, She is aſſar'd that her knowledg of 
things cant prove deceit! ul, lince they are 
orounded upon lo many Precautions , and ſhe 
ever undenakes any thing without having 
be judgment tor herArbirrator Reaton for her 
Miſtreſs, and the Memory for her Warrant. 
The firſt diſcovers to her the nature of things, 
ſeperaring the falſe from whar are truz, a id 
ſerving her as a light , and guice , will not per- 
Mic her to be miſtaken i in her Choiſe. Reaſon 
in{trucs her in what ſhe ought to chooſe , and 
palling from diſcourſe io actions, ſhe ap- 
plies the general Maxtims to particular Acci- 
denns, The Memory makes her retie& on what 
15 paſt, ſhe preſents to her view all that has 
any likeneſs to her enterprizes, and 
conſulting the ations of Predeceflors , the 
J) draws 


The Divine 
draws fromthence her examples and copies. 
But though all theſe particulars go to the 
making up of Prudence , the ſeems to have her 
moſt abſolute dependance on the laſt, and is 
more redeveable for her clear perſpeion into 
things to the faithtulnels of the Memory, then 
tothe diſcernings of Judgment , and the per- 
ſuaſions of Reaſon. Foras the affairs of the 
world are as it were chain'd and link'd one to 
another , andthe laſt ordinarily depending on 
thoſe precedent tothem, the regards the things 
that are paſt and gone, and comparing them 
with theſe preſent , from thence gathers con- 
ſiderable advantages, Palit Events are to her 
inſtead of premiſles, and ſhe grounds her con- 
clutions on their Evidence , as our underfſland- 
ings never make a judgment before they be 
clear'd up and enlightned , fo ſhe never makes 
any Reſoiutions, but what ſhe draws from 
thoſe of former times, - She conſults the An- 
nals, and renarques the accidents that fall our 
in them , ſhe examines the Counſels of Prin- 
ces, and Soveraigns, and according to the 
deſigns proje&ted by her, approves or cons 
demns them, +n ſhort, She runs through all 
the differences of time , and appearing as an 
Hieroglyphick of Eternity upon Earth, ſhe 
regards paſt Ages, inſtructs her ſelf of the 
preſent , and fore-ſees what will be the future, 
Now , Epicarus baving well known the me- 
FIC 


EPICHK RAS. 


+ rit of this Vertue, has made of it the prin- 


cipal inſtrument of Man's felicity , and would 
have her , as the is the Queer, of Vercues, al- 
ways to begin and end her lappineſs. We 
do not approve of the Medicine but for the 
Health's ſake it procures to us : That Art 
which has inſtructed us to fail upon the Seas, 
is not commendable , but for its uſefulneſs to 
us, and by giving an equal ſatisfaction to the 
greedy delires of coveious perſons, and to 
the Ambition of Conquerors, So we eiteem 
Prudence, adoring it as a Divinity, becauſe 
it beſtows upon us abundance of Delight and 
Pleaſure , and banniſhing from our brealts , 
the ugly torms of Fear and Sadneſs, ſhe is 
in a continual engagement about our happt- 
nels. 


—— 


'The Second Diſcourle ; 


That Prudence adviſes the wiſe Mais 
to a Retreat, 


b 'T Hough our own Intereſts commonly make 


us blind , and the love we bear our lclves 
15 Ofr-times perniciousto us; yet it ceaſes not 
t0 be Legitimate , and we are (uff 'red ro love 
D 2 our 
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our ſelyes without tranſgreſling the ordinances 
ot our Creator. This affection 1s born with 
us , it grows up withour age , and never leaves 
us till we come to our Graves. For as onr 
perte&tions co dazie us with their luſtre, we 
are apt to look upon our ſelves as the little 
Demy-gods of rhe Earth, we make every 
thing ſerviceable tro our conſervation , what- 
ever is out of us does not at all affect us, and 
good or evil mult make an impreflion upon our 
body or mind, it it would teſtify the Comi- 
plaiſance or the Averlion we have for either. 
The triendthip we bear to our Neighbor , is 
grounded upon this natural Inclination , we 
love him in refieting on our ſelves, and as 
the Leart does not emit any heat into the other 
parts of the body till after that it is well warm'd 
with it uſelt, ſowe bave but little kindneſs 
for our Friends, before we have diſcovered 
that they have ſome for us, 

Prudence , which accounts it her glory to 
regulate our lite, a&ts always according to 
this apprebenlion, ſhe conſults our inchna- 
tions when ſhe would conduct us to {ome kind 
of living , and examining our ability and our 
Celires, the igvites us to undertake nothing 


rliat may oppoſe or juslle with them. She * 


would have us follow our Genius in all our 
Enterprizes, and that Nature ſhould be as 
weil our guide as Reaſon, From thence it 
 appens 


| 


{n 
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bappens that the perſuades the Sturdy and 
Couragious to Watrlike exerciſes , and caules 


thoſe Men ot blood to find abundance of 


pleaſure m Carnages and Murders. And thus 
Husbandmen are 1n love with the toils and la- 
bours of the Cart and Plow, theſe hapvy llayes 
preferr their I hatch'd Cottages to the ſplen- 
dour of the richeſt Pallaces, and their Plow- 
tail 15 before the Battoons of Marlliails, and 
the Scepter of Princes. From thence it comes 
to pals, that ſhe ftirrs up the Ingenious to 
Learning and Sciences , and that accorcing to 
their Inclinations the animates them to the {tu- 
dy of the ſecrets of Nature, orto the clear- 
ing up to us the myſteries of our Faith. 

As the well knows that the Court is an ene- 


my to Vertue, ani that none can live theie, 


long, butchey mult either become Criminal, 


or Unfortunate, ſhe perſua.ies the Wiſe Man 
toa Retreat, and courts him to get out 01 4 
place that may teiupt bis I:nocerice, alter his 
Purpoſes, and debauch his Purity, She makes 
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1s pe- 


him ſee that it is as inconvenient to repretent / 
the perſon of a Favorite, as thar of a Ki 3,0 
and that he ought to avoid as well the Ambi-©# * 


tion of the one, as the Pride of tte other 
As he underſtands not the art of Flattering, 


O —_ 


but bis Tongue 1s alays the interpreter of 
| 


his Heart . and as little knows kow to commend © 


2 Crime, as to blame a vertuous Action, [tc 


I) 3 will 
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ver/a74 av. will not ſuffer him to expoſe himſelf to Dan- 
00 09TYs ger,. and run the riſque of wronging his Con- 
_— 4 ſcience in playing the Courtier. She inſtructs 
ee tran. Dim that Fortune is blind, and as unjuſt in 
quillitas her favors as in her outrages. That he muſt 
{ed (mulz- a&t belew himſelf ro ſubmit to her Empire and 
/10.Mull, Go. ernance, and makea Divinity of an ima- 
Fan. ginary 1dol, na word, He ought not to re- 
gard the Court bur as the Enemy of Wiſdom, 
and as a Theatre, whereon he cannot appear 
but be muſt lofe his Liberty , hazard his Con- 
Icience , and abundantly derogate from his 

Honor. 
But bis Labor will be ſtill ImperfeRt , if at- 
ter he has eſtrang'd himſelt from Court, he 
does not retire from the noiſe of the World , 
and if having diſengaged himſelf from one Pe- 
ril, he 1s abandoned ro another. For the 
Populace is not more juſt then thoſe of a Prin- 
ce's I rain, thcir Sentiments though more ge- 
nerally received, arenever the more Reaſon- 
able, and if we love our own Repoſe, we 
ſhould mott fear how we pleaſe many perſons. 
_ The multitu.le is always dangerous , what ever 
Muncie Verve we brings tothem , we hardly ever car- 
_ wo "Sg ry away agen Pure and Entire; our Manners 
1-19 alter by the company of Men, and eitker the 
alinuod 2 Eyil inſets thoſe that conencar them , or an 
"5s 117 4:G0ni0us Complaiſance gives it i's Entrance, 
#41 ..we {till 20 from then les Innocent or more 
7 ciſordered. 
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diſordered, Vice, there appears commend- aut 6p7;. 
able , becauſe it has always there ſome ro ap-mit. 
prove it, the pomp wherewith it diſcovers it 53. Epiſt» 


ſelt, begetrs in us a high eſteem of ir, and ”* 
judging its worth by the number or quality of 
its Authors, we receive it with ſatisfa&tion, 
Ir often ſteals into us without ever ſtaying for 
our conſent , all its approaches corrupt our 
heart, and only to preſent before it an Objet 
that is agreeable and pleaſant, is enoug!? to 
ingage it to an earneſt ſearcl: and diligence, 
On the other hand , there is little trouble in a 
ſhady Solitude, as one fees there, no rich 
Gayeries, ſo the Deſires are kept regular and 
orderly. Impurity is baniſh'd where one can 
meet with nothing to entercainit, and Ambi- 
tion ceaſes ro be our torment, when Honors 
have left off dazeling our Eyes , and our 
actions are no more to have Specators and 
Witneſſes, As one cannot be near the hire, 
but the heat muft be felt , fo likewiſe cannor 
we be converſant with Mankind , bur we mutt 
blurr our Innocence, and ſhare in their De- 
filements. 

If they find they have Courage enough roop- 
poſe their charms or their Efforts, they learcely 
will beable co ſhun their Derilion , they think 
them Bruits when ever they divide from their 
ſcntiments,and we muſt reſolve to become thei! 
Enemies, if we would not bz their Picture 
D 2 19 
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to reſemble them in imitation. The Wiſe 

Man, knowing 1s vertue cannot be in Safety 

ami{t ſo many Dangers, and that tis hard to 
him, Converſe with the Impious and Prophane wirth- 
15h; c411.6 Out COntra ng: their Vices; fliyes their com- 
+ bro fe pany , and mi! truſt ng his 0 «n Strength to re- 
i de po-fiſt, thinks it better tro make an honorable Re- 


Nibil foro 


pulo 'm treat, thin to hazard bis Innocence. 1c 
Pc ſezks his Felicity in his ſolit ude, he retires 
oh Hun mt- Y — 


bi et, ni. fromine W orld toenjoy himſelt , and his ver- 
bil alin 1 tue beirg all his Treaſure , he bclieves bimſelf 


43 u1a- {ufficien ly happy in his having 1t tor a Compa- 

_— ac- mon. He regards t as a Good that will never 
mM. 

Term!f;, forſake lym , 'bu be his Shadow when ever he 


and s hich 
faithful ro bim then wh en he 1$4a 
e world , to become her moſt hum- 
ble aid paſſionate Servant. The Voluprty he 
receives ti rom, San effet of Prudence, he 
is indevred | tothe fincerity of his Counſels to r 
the tranquillity of his Soul , and it may be ſaid 
thar ſhe 1s the cauſe of all his Happinels , lince 

the diſcovers to him the mileries ot the Court, 
and the injuſtice of the People te ingage him to 
2 Retreat, 


tb.de pal 1$ pleas'd to be the Subſtance , 
lo, 15S never more 
Reclule tor 
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'The Third Diſcourſe, 


That Prudence m(irufs Men to rule ther 
Families. 


F: Oeconomie he not the moſt Noble, ſhe is 
e moſt Antient of Empires , Fathers of 
Families were feen betore Kings , and the firſt 
who have ſet themſelves over the liberty of the 
People, were but as Prentices to them. T heir 
Rules have ſerv'd them for Inttiutions, they 
have got from theſe Sources wherewithal ro 
govern their States, and have learnt the Poli- 
tiques in obſerving the Maxims cf particulars. 
If the condu& of Families bas not ſo mnch of 
Pomp in it as that of a Kingdom , it has not 
leſs of Difficulty , and Lqueſtion which is the 
ealieſt, to command Subjeas, or to keep a 
Wifein her duty , and C hildren in their obedi- 
ence? The ill humor of the one, and extra- 
vagence of the others , put a who'e Houle in- 
rod Giſorder , Corre&icn and Chaltiſement are 
oftentimes little profitable to them , and the 
tear that aſſures their Eſtates , almolt contnu- 
ally purs their Perſons into danger. 
Therefore does Prudence boalt of her aſft- 


ſting 
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ſting us in our Neceſlities , becauſe the coun- \ 


ſels us not raſhly to ingage our ſelves in Mar- 
riage, but to conſider well beforehand the diſ- 
politions of that perſon one deligns for a Wile, 
and rather to be affeted with the perfections 
of her Soul, then the charms of her Face. Ir 
tells us that Beauty is but ſeldom 1nnocent, that 
Pride is inſeperable to it, that the Fair are al- 
ways ſcorntul, and commonly deſpiſes the 
company of their Husbands to entertain them- 
ſelves with that of their Adorers, That the 
Rich are imperious, that they love to com- 
mand , but will never obey , thatthey muſt not 
be contradicted in their witl without making 
them angry, and that we muſt reſolve to bear 
with their Inſolence, if we would be quiet 1n 
our houſe. To make our Marriage happy , the 
would have our conditions equal , our humors 
of a pretty near reſemblance, our Love mutu- 
al, and ſhe do-s not aim fo much ro unite our 
Bodies, as our Minds and Aﬀecions. When 
Heaven ſmiles upon our Choice, and we find 
all theſe qualiticat ions in the Perſon of her we 
Court, ſhe obliges us to conlider her as our 
Spouſe, and not as our Friend only , to receive 
her 1nto our counſel , to make her ſhare in ovr 
Secrets, and to conceal nothing from her that 
may give her a ſuſpicion of our miſtruſt, Tis 
to Sollicite her to abate her Kindneſs, to 
$o: bt of her Diſcretion, 2nd to reveal all that 
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1s not committed to her Fidelity, Love ſuft- 
fers no partage,all thar divides it1s its bane and 
ruine, and it changes its nature and languiſhes 
when 1t ceales ro be communicable, The way 
to inzage a Wite to lilence, 1s, to think her 
faicttul , ro aſſure her of the good opinion we 
have conceiv'd of her Vertue , and to teſtify to 
her that we believe our Secrets as ſecure in her 
breaſt as in our own, 
If ti:ere be ſoine opportunities that diſpence 
with this Obligation , and ſuffers us not to de- V0 feb; 
clare our Secrets, there are none that diſen. 0144 ters 
. , daelegibus 
gage us from our Promiſes ; the faith that knits j,,,,;;,,,, 
the Marriage is ſacred , and nor to be violated omze uy... 
without committing a Sacriledg, The Law that pri adut- 
favors Men, cainot abfolve them from in-***m et, 
juſtice, when they detile the Nuptial Bed, and, cue 
leave their Wives company, to throw them- 12u{ze;;x0x 
ſelves into the arms of an Adulterels. Nature, ! cet , ea- 
knows no difference of Sex , what is forbid the 4 avs 
one,is not permitted to the other,and ke unjuſt- _ - 
ly exatsFidelit- in his Spouſe, who prophanes,,,.. -.. 
thai he has proiniſed her by legitimate and #:mozia, 
blamable Converſations. - Yea, he does as it D, Am- 
were make himſeif the Bawd to his Wite , by brole » th, 
ID 1 "20" : +». I C44. de 
his ill example , and follicites her to the Sin ,;/'1 
by the corruption of his own looſe carriage , ; 
and authorizes her flyings out and reproachtul 
liberties, when he approves of them in his 
ovn perſon, He ought to be Chaſte, if be 
would 
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would have his Wife Continent, and to have 
his life exempt trom Scandal. it he would with 
juftice oblige her to an honeſt innocence, 
When Heaven bleſles their Marriage, and 
beſtows upon them Children to continue their 
Family , Nature charges them to take care of 
their Nurture, andto keep them aiter they 
Facil#tc= have brought them into the World. When 
ncra conct- Age has looined their Tongue , and Reafon 
diantur Mn-hegi Eine ph and der 
egins to Ciſcover 1ts Vivacity , and renders 
gema , ad h Fg 
boxeſti a. Rem capable of Initruction, they ought 10. 
moiem, Jabor their Education , and imprint upon thoſe 


Sen.Epiſt young plants , Piety and Vertue, Thoſe thar' 


50, are failing in this Duty , may very well paſs 
tor their Ehemies, and it may be doubred if 
they think them Legitimate, ſince they ſo 
ſhametuliy abandon them in their neceſlity. 
An In'ant receives nothing from his Father , 
but his Body , his Soul is God's production , 
the Eſtate he ought to inherit , is often tix'd to 
Is Cradle, and that perſon does but impertect- 
ly deſerve the name of Father , that does not 
1a1; rove his Mind, and implant commendable 
Seniuments into his Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment, Jt Nature, has been niggardly ia her 
favors to him, and denied him this addrels , 
which is {o neceffary cothe Education of Chil- 
dren, heought to haie recourſe to the Pru- 
den:e of others, to make choife of Maſters 
of whoſe conduG® he appro:cs , and whoſe lite 
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is as void of unworthy Impatationsas are his 


Manners. Nothing , makesa deeper imprel- 9,, met 
lion oR Our Soul , then that whichis pour'd in-off imburs 
to it in our youth , whatſoever is then ſow*d recens ſer- 
takes root, and as the young Twiggs of Trees % 6it od0- 
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bend according to the motions of the hand 
which turns them etcher up or down , fo with- 
out any Difficulty do we purſue the inſtruti- 
ons of Maſters who govern us. Their words 
we make our Oracles, we reverence all thar 
comes from their mouths, and conlidering 
them as repreſenting the perſons of our Fa- 
thers , we imitate their Actions, and often be- 
cometheir Copies and lmages. 

Though Servants are {trangers in houſes , 
and they may ridthemfe|ves of them when e- 
ver they become unprofitable , yer they make 
theraſelves a member thereof, as well as the 
Children, and though they are their inferiors, 
they may in ſome meaſure boaſt of being their 
equals. The Patres Familias are oblig'd to fect] 
them , they are as well cheir Procurators, as 
their Maſters, and they muſt provide for them 
necellaries, if they would get any ſervice from 
thei. Allo thoſe that conhider well their con- 
Citions , 100K upon them as Men, and not as 
Slaves,they converle with them as with friends 
of an humble and contrated Fortune, and 
conl1{ering that their ſervitude is equal , and 
their depen-lance mutual , rhey do-noc ſo much 

make 
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make ufe of Fear, as Love, to keep them to 
their dury. They know that their birth, 
though more obſcure, is not more vile then 
their own, and that thoſe Parents who brought 
them into the world , might be as free and un- 
reſtrained , aSratioiial. That they liv d un- 
der the ſame Conlte!Jations, that Heaven 1s 


their Country , that Air and | arth ate equally | 


common with them , and chat Death , which 
puts nodifferences between Princes and Por- 
texs, crumbles into Duſt , the Maſters and 
the Servants. Familiarity , makes them faith- 
ful, thoſe who ſpeak at their Tables arelilent 
in their Troubles, and Co not tear to expoſe 
their lives in concealirg their Maſters ſecrets. 
Too much Rigor abates their courage, and 
they will not be concern'd in the inicreſts of 
thoſe who are too inſulting and imperious over 
them, or who miſtruſt them of cheir Fidelity. 
But if they are found ſuch as Domineer over 
their Maſters, and abuſe their Goodneſs to 
whom they owe Reſpect , they muſt repreſs 
their Inſolence with addre\s and cunning , and 
make tl;em know they do not ſo much diſlike 
their perſons as their ill carriage. To ruleand 
govern this ſort of People by harſh and rugged 
means , except one has a recourſe to Prudence, 
and takes its meaſures, one may ealily fall in- 
ro dangerous Extremities, 
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The Fourth Diſcourſe, 


That the Art of Governing States and 
Kingdoms has its dependance upon 
Prudence. 


VV*- can never ſee any thing more 1l- 
lukrious 1n the world, then Kings ; 
they are the Suns of tlic Ea:ih, the Arbura- 


tors of Mankind , the !{ulers of theirPeople , 
and the vilible Divinities whom they Adore. 


. Fortune, ſeems io be tyed to their Wills , and 


according rotlie paflions that animate them , 
they make their Kingdums miſerable or tor- 
runate. Their Anger is conſtantly the fore- 
runner of Death, ard if they are offended, 
'tis the ſacrifice of ſome Lite that inuſt appeaſe 
them, But their goodneſs makes the Subjects 
felicity , they eſteem themſelves happy under 
a Prince's condu& that 1s mild and courteous , 
they receive his Commands with reſpect, and 


* his Words are no lefs ſacred to them then his 


Laws and Injur&tions. Nothing can be ſeen 
intheir Perſons, but what begets Yeneration, 
and repreſents this Puiſlance primitive from 
whence they borrow their Authority. 

Burt 
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Dai regit, Bu: to adminiſter ſo abſolute a charge, as , 
majeftatemrg render ones ſelf worthy the name oft a SG- 
_—” veraign, it 15 requilite that tl:ere be qualities - 
tam ſeve-More then ordinarily eminent in him, that be 
ritate vul- exceed the reſt of Men in his PerteCtions as - 
Ins , quam well as in Grandeur. The Examples ot Prince9 
wv. a light that ſhines intoall their Subjects, a 
Avgaftt DurningMirroir that retlects upon their hearts, 
bb. 5. de filling 1t with Vertue or Vice, as they them- 
6wit, Dei, ſelves are, jult or debauched. 1 or what peo- 
ple is there that count ut net their glory ro imi 
rate their Soyeraigns? and reckon Lawful and 
Authoritative wl:atjoever they remark in His 
Perſon? As they believe he is the Soul of the 
Republick over which be rules, they admir 
of all his Moyements,and count it an} [onor that 
it is permitted then to imitace tits Actions, Do 
we not fee the iuwperfetions of Princes be- 
come the faults of their SubjeRs, what of- 
fenils the one, wounis the other , the evil that 
ives the former a Giyerlion, is agreeable to 
the latter , and not diſtinguithing berween 
goodand bad Attions , they think they may 
cloſe with any thing that they authorize by 
their Example. !t concerns Kings to be Ver- 
tuous, if they would not bring down upon 
their heads the cu ſes of Heaven, and render 
themſelves reſponſible tor all the diſorders of 
their People, 
But Piety woul | be little benificial to them, 


* 
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1f they were nor Juſt and Upright , and did 
not obſerve the Faich giv'n to their Nieghbor, 
after they had paid their duties to their Crea- 
tor, Perhidiouſneſs , is the crime of baſe 


. 


Spirits, never cntring bur into the hearts ofpriacipem 
intamous perſons, and for any ro be unfaith-. [161 
- ful ro their promiſes, they muſt firſt abſolute- 


ly renounce their Honor, Every timea Prince 
goes alide from His word , or finds out any 
Circuitous Tricks andEvalions to cull Pis Con- 
trats, He ſhowes a varity that Ifſeis His 
Grandeur, and diſcovers His Fear, or want 
of Power. Whowill give any heed to Their 
Promiſes , that have once found them falſe and 
deceitful > And how can They aſſure Their 
People that They will ſupport them for the 
future , if They are accounted faulty in Their 
Opinions ? Truth isthe Appanage 0i Crown- 
ed Heads, Kings ought to be the Lovers as 
well as theDetenders of It,and they no leſs ha- 
zard theirReputation when they areUnfaithful 
to their Enemies, then totheir Allies. If They 
write Patents with Their own Hands, who 
will credit them ? Or, who will receivethem, 
it they ſend Embaſſadors? *Tis bard to deal 
with perſons that have no Faith, and that e- 
ſteem nothing honorable , but what is for thetr 
adyantage, Fraud , 1s unworihy the Majelty 
of Kings , and they cannot make uſe of it, 
but they muſt betray rheic Fear , or clie ac- 

L quire 
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quire to themſelves the Iggominiovs title of 2 
Lycr. They mult be of che Nature of Scor- 
pions that hide their Venome in their Tail , 
and have their after Thoughts and mental Re- 
ſerves when coucerned to treat with Honor. 

If Princes ought to betrue in their Words, 
they ought not to be lets juſt in their Actions ; 
their Authoricy dees cor exempt them from 
the Laws, and though they bethe Authors of 
them, they cannot violate them publickly 
without incurring the Indignation of their Peo- 
ple. Theexceſs of their Power is a Mark of 
their Dependance, and if they may execute 


whatever they have a mind to, itis forbidden 


them to will any ihing but what they ought. 
Oui regit, Juſtice , has an Excellence above that of Dia- 
Majeſta- dems. it juagesof Kings as well as of their 
tem ſum Yubjes , and appeals always from their Tri- 
fects #01 buials ro Themſelves , when they have offend- 
11m jJevert- . 
/at> vu}. £d It» It behoves them to follow the Orders 
tis quam they have made, if they will commard with 
morum re- Equity z; to ſubmic to the Laws that they 
elitudine. haye preſcribed to others, and to eſtablith 
77 Buſt. themintheir Hearts racher by their Exampl 
lib. 5, de FRM in their Hearts rather by their Example 
civit, Dei, then by their Words and Writings, 
They would ealily execute this Delign , 
would they but reduce their Ordinances to a 
Reaſonable Number , and not multiply them 
without an evident Neceſlity. Laws, arethe 
Medicaments of States, and as the quantity 


of 


&, 
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. of Remedies diforder the natural Bodies, ſo 


multitude of Laws bring Confulion to the bo» 
dies Politique, Tis their exceſſive Number 
that begets all our Quarrels, which ingages 
us in tedious Suits, and often cauſes our | cuds 
to be perpetual. Tis their Number that feeds 
the Avarice of Lawyers, and that furniſhes 
theſe Blood-ſuckers with Tricks and Deviſes 
to filch our Purſes, Tis their Number 4utho- 
rizes Injuftice in Magiſtrates, that ſtagger 
Judges, and makes them find in their Codes 
and PandeRts maiter enough to tayor the moſt 
feeble and guiliy Cauſes. Tis their Number 
depopulates Countries, waſts Armies, decayes 
and ruins Traffick to fill up the Courts of 
Juſtice , imploys ſo many looſe Fellows in 
Jarrs and Bramblements, and renders Triby- 
nals, the Retreats of Pyratesand Rodbers. 
The excels of good things is not always 
wholfom , and I queſtion whether Vice is more 
pernicious toa Common-Wealth , then mul- 
titude of Laws. Both do debauch Conſci- 
ences, corrupt Manners, trouble Society , 
and raiſe up Diſorders and Enmities in States 
inthe midſt of Peace. 

It were well then that a Monarch fuffered 
bur few Laws in His Kingdom, if He would 
avoid all theſe diſorders, and content Himſelf 
with thoſe He has received trom His Ance- 
ſtors, if He would Keep His SubjeRs in 
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00d Intelligence, But as Juftice is the hap- | 


pineſs of States, and Laws the more ſacred , 
the leſs profitableto it, if not executed with 
Rigor and Severity , Princes ought to watch 
over their Majeſtcates , and ſee if thoſe Subal- 
terne Powers do a&t with Equity: They 
ought to bethink themſelves that they are 
God's Miniſters, that they hold His judg- 
ments in cheir hands, and are not exalted 
above the quality of other Men, but to cha- 
ſize Offences and exerciſe Juſtice, This is 
an imployment annex'd to their Puiſſance, and 
they cannoc diſcharge themſelves thereof with- 
out renouncing their Dignity. They ought to 
filet down their Eyes to have no reſpe to 
Perſons , but wholoever ſhould dare to (in 
againſt them , ought to be eſteem?*d their Ene- 
mies, and they prophane their Majeſties in 
their partiality , by making one and the ſame 
Action in two different Perſons , become both 
Innocent and Criminal. 
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The Third 


TREATISE. 


OF 


TEMPERANCE. 


— 


"The Furſt Diſcourſe. 


Of the Nature of Temperaiice. 


He inferior ſort of People could never 

| yet conceive that Wile Men got any 
Advantage by Afflictions,that they re- 

ceived any ſatisfaction at its approach,and that 
thoſe which griev'd the Body , could tranſmir . 
Delight and Pleaſure into the Soul. What | 
ſay they , have Contraries allyed thernſelves 
in His Perſon, and do Torments ceaſe being 
ſenliblg , becauſe they are ſupported and up- 
? E 3 it 
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held by Vertue? Effects have ſtill relation to 
their principles, and *tis to miſtake the nature 
of things, to make *em depend on cauſes to 
which they are oppolite, Some Philoſophers 
have had the ſame Sentiments of Temperance, 
they can ſcarce comprehend that it produces 
Pleaſure, fince it is ſtill oppoling of it, ard 
labors as much as can be to o'rthrew and ruin 


. 


It, 
But yet theſe two Paradoxes are true , and 


it will be ſufficient to give a Curſory Explana- 
tion of them, that their Evidence might be 
the more clear and manite. The wile Man 
1s ſenlible of Joy in the midſt of Torments, 
becauſe he is wholly retired in his Soul, does 
not at all communicate with his Body , and 
places all his Glory and Felicity in his Ver- 
cue, Temperance, gives birth to his con- 
tentment , in her relilting of Pleaſure , re- 
trenching of Diſorders, and ſubmitting her 
ſelf to the Laws of Reaſon, For, Iem- 
perance is nothing elſe bur a Controuling 
Power that She as Soveraign has over the con: 
Ccupilcible Appetiie, which governs thoſe 
paltions that are moſt agreeable , and which 


'Sives us ſatisfaction from their Moderation or 


their Overthrow, She repreſſes the Deſires, 
and ſuffers nortt;oſe Rovers to rake their flight s 
out ct our Selves, She reſtrains Hope , and 
does nor permit the ambitious ſeeking of 

= Goods, 
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Goods , which are prejudicial or unprofitable 
tous. She retains Love, preſcribes Laws to 
that Tyrant, and qualifying its fury , ſhe 
keeps it from raiſing up Tempeſts that might 
be a trouble ro our Repoſe. But her chief 
work is to 0ppole Pleaſure , to ſuppreſs its un- 


- juſt Violence, and to bold the moſt dangerous 


of our Paſſions to its Duty. She isa Perſecu- 
ter of infamous Pleaſures, and knowing 
they are Scandalous, and dare not produce 
themſelves, ſhe chaſtizes them in the perſons 
of their Slaves, ſhe moderates the lawtul 
Ones, and forbids the too frequent uſe of 
them , and prevents thoſe things that are per- 
mitted us from ingaging us 1n Sin, 

The Husband 1snot always in ſafety in the 
embraces of his Wite, the excels of his lo-e 
may render him criminal , and it matters litile 
that Marriage authorizes his Liberty , lince 
that Intemperence may make him impudent. 
he ought to love her,but not tobe her Idolater; 
it is fit his approaches be as reſpectful as they 
are free, and that he purſues in his enter- 
tainments, the Rules of Moderation, and 
not the mo: ions of Luft and Concupilcence, 
He runs the riſque of wounding his Conlct- 
ence, when he 1s immoderate in his Plealures, 
and of lolins the name of a Husband , and 
taking up that of an Adulterer. Shame ts ne- 
vcr ſeperable trom Moderation, 'tis her De- 
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fence as well as her Friend, and ſhe is eafily 


turn'd into Stupidity or Impudence, when 
ſhe 1s depriv*'d of her Succour. A Civil Be- 
havior makes up a great part of her Glory , 
it inſpires in her, an Averlion to every thing 


that offends it , and does not ſuffer her Lovers - 


ſuch plealures as may oblige them to Repen- 
tance, Sothat we mult be afraid of Infamy if 
we woul be Tempyecate , and have an horror 
to do any thing in ſecret, which would thock 
our Modeſty and orderly Deportment. 

As Temperance imitates Prudence in her 
condu@ , ſhowing usthe good things we ought 
to chooſe, and the evil things it would be- 
come us to avoid; She would have our Re- 
ſolutions firm, and not to make any Propo- 
ſals to our ſelves, but ſuch as we fully pur- 
pole to accompliſh. Many have ingag'd them- 
ſelves in ſhameful Pleaſures, becauſe they 
flatrer their Deligns, and have made them 
Unchaſte by being delirous to combat with 
Volupty, They have ſubmitted to that they 
thought to conquer, and not fore-ſeeing the 
Miſchiets that might befal them, they bave 
made of their pretended Slaves, their true 
Lords and Maſters. Diſtempers are for the 
moſt part the fruits of this Imprudence ; *tis 
thar which fils Hoſpitals , and diſcovers there 
ſo many reprcachful Martyrs, and which 
obliges al! Menco deteſt their vices, and bave 
a a0rror for their Perſons, Reaſon , 
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Reaſon, is the DireQreſs of Pleaſure, we 
muſt tollow her rules to injoy it without Re- 
gret, and look upon as unlawful for us, 
whatever ſhe concemns or diſapproves. The 
Privation of Pleaſure is often advantagious to 
us, andasthereare but few reaſonable ones, 
we dai'y find great ſatisfaRtion in conquering 
and ſubduing them. | 

From all this Diſcourſe it is eaſy to con- 
clude, that we love Temperance, not becauſe 
the is Auſtere, and in perpetual war with 
Pleaſure , but becauſe ſhe is che Tutreſs of 
Prudence , that cuts off thoſe pleaſures that 
are either Supertluous or Crimiaal , and 1n- 
ſtruting us how to ſtand our againſt them , ſhe 
makes our joyful ſatisfation ariſe from our 
victory, 


” — 


'T he Second Diſcourſe ; 


T hat Sobriety maintains the health of the 
Body with Pleaſure. 


F Eating to Exceſs be not the greateſt of 
Vices, itis the moſt Infamous and Shame- 

ne, mgget . Hos venta 

ful ; it brings Man to become Befſtial , it rakes,,,;,,.... 

away Liberty after it has rob'd him of his aziaulium 
Reaſon, 
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loco nume- Reaſon, and ſome have juſtly queſtioned , if 


Yemm, 10n 
Homimumn, 


Senzc. 


that perſon till deſerv'd to bear the name of a 
Man , who has taken upon himſelf the quali- 


Epiſt, 60, £1eS of Irrational Animals. For as he 1s al- 


ways bowing down towards the Earih, he 
has no other thoughts but tor chings below, 
his Belly is the Divinity he reveres, and he 
counts nothing deſerves his diligent ſearch but 
what will glut and ſatisfy his ſordid delires, 
But that which contents him , diſkonors him 
alſo, the exceſs of his Eating and Drinking, 
renders him Stupid , and blinding his Reaſon, 
equals his condition 0 that of loathſom Beaſts. 

Though thele Reproachies are Shameful , he 
nevertheleſs zould have them True, and that . 
Man thould be more irregular in his Inclina- 
tions, then the bruic Beafts in their Appetites, 
Thoſe eat not bur when they are oppreſs'd by 
Hunger , nor Co they drink , but when Heat 
has caus'd a Drowth in their bodies; and all 
Obje&ts become indifferent to them, when 
they ceaſe to provoke their delires. But Man 
is an unſatiable Monſter , he is never wearied 
bur perperually Cramming, he is {till calling 
for his Viands thovgh he is but juſt before 
ſated with them, aad che Wine he 1s continu- 
ally willing bimſe!f with , does not ſo much 
ſerve to content his Paſſion, as to ſharpen 1t. 
An Acre of Land is ſufficient to nouriſh many 
Oxen , and tioſe Beaſts that are eating moſt 
part 
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part of theday, can find enough in one Field 
of a ſmall compals to ſuſtain their lives, One 
Wood keeps many Elephants, and thoſe hea- 
vy lumps of Hefh, that have fo vaſt a paunch, 
meet there with Food cnough to fill them up. 
Burt nothing is capabie to ſatisfy Man's Hun- 
gry appetite, after he has depopulated the 
Earth, torc'd its entrails to afford him Viands 
and turn'd its Excrements into Nurture, he is 
preſently for the Sea, penetrates into the 
Abyſms of it , and ſpares nothing of all that 
Nature has there hid, to fatisfy and appeaſe 
his inſatiable Gluttony. 

Temperance , which Glories in attacquing 
this Monſter, inſtructs us to reform theſe diſ- 
orders, and not to extend our defires beyond 
things neceſſary. She would have Nature be 
Our Miftri's in the management of our lives , 
not toſer about any thing that the diſapproves, 
but let her Conduct be our InſtruRion , and as 
ſhe rejects thoſe ſervices of Meats that are ſu- 
perfluous, we ſhould be contented with her 
Provilion for us. She condemns Debauches , 
for they deſtroy the Health , change the Tem- 
per and Conſtitution of the Body , and cauſe 
diſorders inall its parts. Impudicity, is, &- 
thing annexed to this immoderate Feeding, 
thoſe two Vices are never ſeperated, and it is 
almoſt a Prodigy , to {ee a Man chaſte that 1s a 


lover of Good-Cheer, Diſcaſes proceed fi on 
the 
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the inordinacy of Feeding , the crudities of 
the Stomach . the pains of the Head, and the 
dizzineſs of the Brain , would be unknown in 
the world, if Feaſts and Banquets were not 
the unhappy cauſes of them. Onthe contrary, 
Sobriery ſraothers theſe Vices in the Cradle , 
it prevents their diſorders, and is equally the 
defence of Chaftity, and the companion of 
an honeſt and vertuous Life, It keeps the 
Body in heaith, maintains a good Intelligence 
between its Members , and according to its 
kumors, it makes its Paflions become obedient 
and orderly, Maladies have only reſpe& to 
thoſe that live not according to its Rules , 
Grief and Painis the partage of thoſe that are 
Intemperate , and when Infirmities weaken 
Man's Body , the Gout torturing bis Nerves, 
the Feaver filling his Veins with burning fire , 
the Chollick, tormenting his Bowels, we may 
juſily ay , that he himſelf is the cauſe of all 
theſe Evils , or that he does derive them from 
his Anceſtors. 

Wine is a gift from Heaven, as well as a 
preſent from Earth; the Poets make it the 
Parent of Pleaſure, the enemy of Sadneſs , 
and an innocent Magician , that enlightning 
their minds , ſeryes them as a Guide to diſco- 
yer the Wonders of Nature. Its Heat con- 
tributes to the conſerving of our Health , its 
Spirics animate and enliyen our Bodies, and' 
mQ- 
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moderating the qualicies of thoſe Elements of 
which it is made , keeps its ſtrength with De- 
light and Pleaſure, But the immoderate uſe 
of it o'rthrows all this Beautifut and Comely 
Order, it deſtroys the Memory , and cauſes 
this Guardianeſs of Sciences to loſe the Depo- 
lita which it was intruſted with. It darker 
the Judgment , perverts the Underftaniing, 
and thoſe meſſengers which are ſo acquir'd 
to usthen, give us but unfaichful accoucts , 
when they are Obfuſcated by thoſe Vapours. 
The Blood thai nouriſhes our Bodies , be- 
comes thena Contagion , it corrupts all the 
members that it gives heac and warmth to, 
andleaves in it nothing that it does notweaken, 
if :10t conſume. Someries it begets in us ſuch 
Flames as prove our Deitruction , by enga- 


ging us into infamous k normities that are not his ſine 
to be mentioned but with Hog or. A Drunk. g#la. Ter- 
ard is the moſt unl:appy of all Men, if ſome. *ullian , 


times he is exempt from Crimes, he is not * 
free from the torments that accompany them.” 
He is Agitated by Furies even when he (leeps, 
his Repole is- interrupted by Phantaſms and 
Apparitions , all that appears to him , affrights 
and territies him, and one needs not trouble 
themſelves with Chaſtiting his Intemperance , 
lince that he bears his Execuctoner in his own 
breaſt, 

If the exceſs cf Eating and Drinking _ 
the 
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the diſpofition of his Body , if Debauches 7 
do diſorder his Temper , and produce all theſe | 
Maladies to carry him to his Grave ; the De- 
licacy of his Viands is not more Pernicious to 
him, and though it is the more to beexcus'd , 
tis not the leſs dangerous. Thoſe Dilhesdreſt 
with ſo much Coſt and Sumpruouinels , decay 
the natural heat, and ſpreading a malignanc 
fiery influence into all the Veins, conſume 
that Radical Moiſture which is the principle of 
Life. Who is ignorant that the weakneſs of | 
the Body , paleneſs of che Face, and {tinking 
Breath are not the effeQs of Delicacies , which 
depraving the Stomach , leaves therein ſuch 
Superfluities as do infet it? Health is the 
daughter of Abſtinence, one ought to be 
Sober , to be full of Strength and Vigour , 
and he very unproficably hopes to fee the Heat 
agree with the,moi{lure and coldneſs of his 
Body , who is never but filling it with curious 
and ſtudied Rarities. How happy was the 
Age that knew no Cooks, but look*'d upon 
chem as the Adulterers of Nature , as the ene- 
mies of Health, and the Sorcerers that in- 
chant Men to deſtroy them. How pleaſantly _. 
would helive that contented himſelt with the 
Provifions of the Earth , that made his Meals 
of common Viands, and that fed himfelf on . 
what he found wichour Search and Difficulty, 
and what he might purchaſe without Artifice, | 
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As his body is diſpos'd , that the funfions of 
his Soul ſhould be ſedate, he wants no Po. 
tions to purge him , Sobriety is to him inftead 
of Phylick , and without any ſuccour thenthar 
of Nature, it conſerves his Hea!th , and cures 
him of all ſorts of Maladies, 

That which advancesa ſober Man's Happy- 
neſs, and puts him above the Powers of the 
Earth, is, that he is unapprehenſive of the 
Diſgraces of Fortune, and that he is as ſteady 
and aſſur'd in Poverty as when he does abound 
in Riches. ' For what has he to fear , that ſtu- 
dies, but to ſatisfy the neceflities of Na. 
ture, and inall places finds enough where- 
withal to quench his Thirſt, and appeaſe his 
Hunger thar is prefling upon him? None bur 
the EfFeminate are afraid of Misfortunes , and 
who never think themſelves happy unleſs they 
ſwimin Delights and Pleaſures. 


The Third Diſcourſe, 


 Fhat the Cglibate or Single Life is ace 


companted with Pleaſure, 


He World owes its Conſervation to Mare 
riage ; 'tis that which began humane 
SOClery , 
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i, multi- in becoming his Spouſe, and lhe obliges her 
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Society , which has populated Countries, - 


filled Cities, formed States, and given Inha- 
bitants to the moſt remote parts of the Earth, 
Our firſt Parent was inga2'4 co it a little af- 
ter His Creation, iis alliance precedec his 
conſent, and no looner was he eſtablith'd in 
his Earthly Paradice, but be ſaw himſelf 0- 
blig*d ro have one pait of him the Obje&t of 
his Aﬀection, 

Almighty God, who wrought this Mixacle, 
fetch'd the Woman from his lide during his 
Extaly , that io thoſe two Perſans thould 
make but one and the ſame All, that their 
Bodies ſhould be but one and the ſame Fleſh, 
and that their Minds ſhould afpire but to one 
and the ſame felicity, Marriage is an image 
of the Divinity , the Unity does not Dero- 
gate from the plurality of their Perſons, they 
are but one though they be two, and though 
they are of a different Sex, they ſtill have the 
fame Nature, This advantage heighrens the 
elory of Marriage, and there is no perſon but 
would boaR that he reſembled his Creator, if 
he was not purſued with ſo vaſt a retinue of 
Miſeries , andif there was not an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to be Miſerable , becauſe he was of the 
Number of thoſe that were Married. 

The Wife is as it were, the bought Scr- 


' 


( 


— 


* The Portion ſhe brings exempts her not from 


ſelf to ſerve and obey him , from the time that plicabo 
the promiſes her ſelt to be taichful ro him. Ag <r*mmas 
the makes but one and the ſ:me ſubſtance with © » © 


, . . CIAC-PIits 
mim , the ougl:t to obſerve all his Motions Kew, ye” 


be pleas'd in tis Joys, griev'd in bis AMiRi- poreſtate 


ons, and be a faitbtul Mirroir to repreſent in vii ers, * 


her Perſon all the pallions that influence him, © *P/* 4o- 
min:bitur 


: tui, Gcn, 
this Servitude, She is poor as ſoon as ſhe re-; 


nounces her Liberty , and unjuftly uſurps 
the name of Miſtriſs , lince the has nothing in 
her diſpoſe, That which till increaſes her 
unhappineſs, and renders her poverty more 
evident, is, that the is torbid to receive any 
Preſents but in the preſence of her REusband , 
and muſt nor accept of any private Sacrifices 
wirhout making her ſelf tuſpeted, and ha- 
zarding her Repution. But though this Re- 
ſt:aint thould not be fixed to her condit'on , 
and this Alliance the contracts with her Hus- 
band thould not prejudice her Liberty , yer 


the canner ſecure ber ſelf againſt Troubles , 9" /**t 


cum UXxore 


' her being great with Child, is Incompa-,,.,,,;n. 


tible with her Health , ſhe is expoſed to ami giss, al- 
thouſand dangers during the time ſhe carries ter quo &- 
her Fruic,ſhe runs the 11{que of loling her owns » 4 
life as otten as lhe gives ic to her Child, Tee: 
vows ſhe makes tor her deliverance, and the,,, "ip. 
horror the name of Mother gives her , are the ponaQts , 
irreproachable evidences of her pertain, 4p" LE 
Ly which 
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which make her often repent her wiſhes , and 


brum Se”, preferr Sterility to a fruitfulneſs that carries 


along with it ſo much borh of Pain and Dan- 
ger, 

But conlider her in ſome eſtates,and ſhe 1s ne- 
ver freed from the ſuſpitions of her Husband 
He narrowly pries into her a&tions, he exa- 
mines the Sence of her words, he watches the 
motions of her Eyes, and often makes inno- 
cent Divertiſemerits to paſs for Criminal and 
blameable Entertainments ; Oh ! what ſlave- 
ry is it 10 be oblig'd to live conſtantly with a 
Man who is poſſelt wich the ſpirit of Jelouſy, 
that miſtruics her Fidelity , fears her being 
unconſtant , ard ottenteaches her to be un- 
faithtul ro him by Ins diffidence? That per- 
ſon muſt n:eds be an enemy to liberty that is in 
love with ServKude, and nuſt hate her felt, ro 
be willirg to be put into the Puiſſance and go- 
vernance of anutber, 

Though the Husband take on him theGran- 
deur of a Soveraign , yet is henot in a more 
happy condition then his Wife , it he ſets her 
Laws, heis often conſtrain'd co receive ſome 
t00, and it he lays Commands upon her, 
he is forc'd to be ſubject to her humors, if 
he wou'd have them fultilled, Pride is natu- 
1al ro that Sex, and cannot be ſuppreſs'd bur 
by Violence, he muſt either become her Slave 
or her I'yrant, to render ber obedient, Though 
her 


> 


EPICURUS. 


her perfeRions are charming , yet to be” con- 
ſtant)y poſleſt withrhem , they become unat- 
traive, and ceale ro be plealing when the 
Man muſt be forc'd to have no other Enter- 
tainment, Whatever Beauty he brings into 
his houſe , he quickly ſpies ſome blemilh in ir, 
her Brisk and Airy butmors proves troubleſom, 
and he very indifferently looks upon her who 
betore was the object of his felicity. Marriage 
is like old Age, all withto arrivetoir, andas 
they think that Wiſdom is a Label tixt to the 
number of years, ſothey reckon that Plea- 
ſure is the Heritage of Married perſons. Bur 
ſcarce have they commited Macrimony e'r 
they condemn their Vows, and are mad al- 
moitro ſee them change into :ffects,and defire 
to be delivered from a ſociety which is as dif- 
advantagious to them, as it is importune and 
troubleſom. 

Now Continence happily frees both Perſons 
from theſe Miſeries,ard Iraving (hem ina natu- 
ral condition,the atiures them again{tall chings 
that may prejudice tl.eir Liberty or Repoſe. 
It diſcharges them irom the concerned Care 
of bringing up Children, of providing Ma- 
ſters to inſtruct them, of finding them Cal- 
lings according to theirftumors, andof keep- 
ing tliem in reſpect atter they have lefc them 
rothemſelves. None doubts the Pleaſure there 
is in being deprived from ſo many Diſquiets , 
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and that a Man may count himſelf happy , whe 
has no W ife to pleaſe , no Children to bring 
up, nor Family to take care for. 

Some perſons have thought that Viduity 
was a Martyr, that the pleaſure which pre- 
ceded it was its rorment, and it was difficulr 
to abſtain from a Delight ro which one was 

id ſom. accuſtomed , without a great Aﬀiction. T hat 
aias tenc-a Woman might paſs for a Prodigy , that is 
_ _— » Chaſte afrer Marriage, who circumſcribes 
)- ys her Aﬀe&tion to the Tomb ot her Husband, 
tos d:licizs and yields ior her ſelf up to the prevalency 
{ongym of her trailty, all che while that the blood runs 
pojje friewarm in her Veins, and her age authorizes 
——_ a ſecond Alliance. In ſhort . it ſeems that Na- 
Hilders, fure is her Tyrant , the pleaſure the has taſted 
Eyiſt, 41. beconies her Enemy , her inclinations exerciſe 
the office of E-xccutioners , and her moſt a- 
grecable motions cor.ipireto be her } orment, 
Burt the reaſons that are b1 ought co forbid a 
ſecond Marriage, are but lit.le better then 1n- 
heniticant and Non-ſence, to give Epricurus 
ſatisfaction; I his Philoſopher condemns it 
in all bis Wri:ings , and chough he believes it 
may be permitted, yer he neither judges it 
honelt or teaſonable. He can never perſuade 
himſelt that a Wonfan bad any Aﬀections 
for her former Husband , who ingages her 
ſelf to another , and he accounts ber Infamous 
every time that ſhe proves untaithtul ro him, 

tte 
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He inſtances to us in heatheniſh Women, who 
have preferr'd Death to the bon:ls of Marri- 
age, and choſen rather ro burn 1in tie Fire, 
then to loſe their Liberty a ſecond time. *Tis 
to be ignorant of the miſeries of her fi;{t 
condition, to alpire at the ſame again, and 
to be inſenlible ſhe has ever been unhappy 
to entertain the Addreſſcs of her new Votaries 
after ſhe has once been reicaſed from the griev- 
ances of Marriage. But peradventme her 
hrſt Aﬀections have been very Fortunate, and 
ſhe found in the perſon of her Hosband rather 
an Amorous Ga:lant then a Domicgeerins 
Maſter : Who then can aflure her that be who 
ſhall ſucceed him , will have the ſame paſiion 
for her ? Since that which ought to feed it , 
will be dying dayly , her Charms will di- 
miniſh , ker Beauty languiſh, and all che 
Pains ſhe can potlibly be ar to conſerve it, 


have not power enough to keep her from- 


growing Old. A Husband looks not upon 
another's leavings but with Diſguſt, and he 
without any Regret canſee that Face decay , 
of which he has not cropt the Flower. If 
her Marriage bas been Unfortunate, Gares 
ſhe venture her Perſon a ſecond time , and 
run the riſque of being miſerable all 
the days of herlife ? Surely ſhe muſt have 
loſt her Sences that is in love with Slavery , 
and purchale the pleaſute of a Beall at the ex- 
pence of her Liberty. F 3 It 
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If Heay'n has given her Children , let it 
be all her careto bring them up, and be a- 
fraid always to give them an Enemy inſtead of 
a cherithing and tender Father , and ro make 
a Tyrant ſucceed her and their lawfut Sove- 
raign, Let her reckon that thoſe the will have 
by a ſecond Husband , will be continually 
making a divilion in her houſe, the former 
will be {till an Eye-ſoreto them , and ſhe'll 
often be oblig'd to hate them for fear of being 
ſuſpected that ſhe has yer. a kindneſs for the 
Father of them. How happy then 1s the Coe - 
Iibate Life, if compared to Marriage , and 
how redeyable are thole perſons ro the good- 
neſs of Heaven , «ho are exempt from thoſe 
Fraijties which ingage even the greateſt part 
of Mankindtoirt! Forif Virginity bea Grace, 
Continence 15a Vertue ; it 1s an aſpiring to 
that Sandtity that preferrs the Spirit to the 
Fleth, andtocontenn the Inhabitants of the 
Farth, to purſue the inte!igences which the 
Hea-'ns are imploy'd in, This happineſs did 
ſeem ſo contiderable in paſt Ages , that Wo- 
men were ſcento defend it at the perill of their 
Lives, who hae been leſs afraid of the com- 
pany of Executioners, then of that of their 
Lovers, and who have choſen a thameful 
ceat'!, rather then fall into their Embraces. 
Marriage is the partage of thoſe who are 
either Incortinent or Slaves, and that perſon 
muſk 
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mult needs loſe his Liberty , or his Reaſon , 
who will ingage himſelf toic', without an un- 
avoidable Necellity, 


The Fourth Diſcourſe. 


That there 1s agreat Glory and Satisfa3107; 
in forgiving [njuries. 


\V4 Hat high Opinion ſocverT have con- 

ceived of the Doctrine of Ariſtotle, 
and what Eſteem ſoever I make of the Judg- 
ment of his Diſciples, I cannot yet be per- 
ſuaded thar the Patilions can be profitable to 
Man, and that thoſe which ſ» often make Re- 
volts againſt Reaſon, can favor the party and 
ſide of Vertue, For as they have no other 
guide then Opinion , they eaſily (lip into Dif- 
orders, and following the Counſels of this 
Fantaſtical and Hair-brain'd Miſtrels , they 
almoſt continually ingage thoſe whom they 
poſſeſs in:o dangerous Extremities. Love, 
even brings usto become Foolilh , it ſeduces 
our Judgment atter it las abuſed our Credu- 
lity , and overturning the order of Nature, 
ic ſubmits us to a Sex that is inferior to us, 
Griefs, axe the abaiers ot our Courage, 
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and Exaſperating the cauſes of our Vexations, 
they inſenlibly conduct us to Deſpair, Envy 
makes us Miſerable, it gives us our puniſh- 
ment in the proſperity of our Neighbor , and 
by aningemous Tyranny , it makes the cauſe 
of our Grief toproceed from the occalion of 
his Love. 

But of all the motions of our Soul , none 
1s more c:uel then Revenge; it is an Aſﬀpick 
tat gaa'vs our Heart, a Fury that bewitches 
our Spirit, and that makes us taſte the great- 
eſt part of the Poyſon we prepare for our 
Enemies. Joy ſteals ſoftly into our Souls , 
and we think our ſelves happy when it arreſts 
the violence of our Delires, Hope entertains 
us not but with good things to come, and it 
leaves off Solliciting us to their purſuit , when 
they ceaſe ro be further uſetul or agreeable to 
us. Jealouſy and Grief, have Charms to 
draw us; if they afflict us, they likewiſe 
comforc us, and know ſo well how to flatter 
our Inclinations , that we become their Slaves 
with Pleaſure and Contentment : But Revenge 
is always Fell and Cruel , it gets poſſeſſion of 
our Soul with Violence, nor ſtays it there 
but wich Diſpite and Spleen, and animated 
with the Fire that conſumes it, it thinks of 
not\1ng but Murders and Homicides, 

The vertue that keeps Patjions from taking 
root , and that repreſles theſe indiſcreet Sallies 

v-hich 
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which transform themſelves ſo oft into Vices, 
arreſts che fury of Vengeance, and equally 
condemns its Inſolence and Baſeneſs, Ir tea- 
ches us that Offences are bur imaginary , and 
we muſt be very Weak or Proud to be ſenli- 
ble of the Outrages of Impious Perſons , and 
though Injuries thould be done us, and the 
authors of them ſhould be our profeſſed Ene- 
mies , yer thould we be obliged nut to hate 
them, but to ſtifle in us all thuughts of Re- 
venge. Generolity invites us to Pardon; 
it 154 mark of Courage to forger Ortrages , 
and to do Voluntarily and out of Kindneſs, 
what Soveraigns often do by Conſtraint and 
Compulſion. They never punith an Aﬀront 
done againſt their proper Perſons without In- 
famy , the Judgment they give upon it, diſ- 
honors their Puiſſance, and they loſe the 
name of Judges, to take that of Culpable , 
when they diſcend from their Grandeur to 
revenge themſelves of particular Injuries, If 
they are Generous , they love their Enemies, 
their V-rtue makes them reſpeCted , and with. 
out any difficulty do they raiſe them up to 
publick Charges and Employs,after they have 


treated them like Rebels. They judg of their _ 


Fidelity , by what they l.ave teſt hed io their 
Adverlaries, and turniag tl:etr averſion into 
Love, they recompence their Rebellion and 
their Intidelity. 
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Ports had not obtain'd Alexander's Friends 
ſip bur by this way , and he had not ſeen his 
Empire enlarg'd , but becauſe he had before 
oppoſed bis Victory, This Conqueror let 
himſelf be wholly vanquiſh'd by his Valour , 
he 1o/'da Man thai had indeavor'd what he 
could io deſtroy him, and following the mo- 


f pro iv/otions of his Generoliry , he made his Favou- 


prurnuſſet > 
mox dnt 
Ut am®'10 
rt Rego 
quam te- 
Alt, 

Cutrtius, 


rite of the moſt Oviniaftre of his Enemies, 
This a tion we admire ia this Conqueror , 
and which has procur'd him ſo many Elogies 
in Hiſtory oug/t to be the common practice 
of Chriltians , chey ſhould cherith thoſe that 
perſecute them, and look upon with the ſame 
Eye, both Favors and Ouwrages, and de- 
ceiving the Sentiments of Nature,make the ob- 
ze& of their Hatred , the ſubject of their Love. 
The Goſpel ſubſiſts but by the obſervance of 
this Maxim , we muſt forgive , tobe imitators 
of the Son of God, and do good to his Ca- 
lumniators, if we would hope to have a part 
in bis Glory, Faith is unproftitable to us 
without this Perfection , its light ſerves bur 
for Our ruin , and if not animated with Cha- 
rity, it is not ſo much our Guide as our Con- 
GCemnation. 

But though the Goſpel ſhould be unknown 
inthe World , and that ris God-man , who 
came into it to eſtablith Peace, ſhould not 
have commanded us this Veriye, Nature 
ought 
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ought to make it familiarto us, and to learn 
us that Revenge is nothing elſe bur the vice of 
the Cyclops and Charybdes, Man naturally 
Is an Enemy to Cruelty , he cannot enter into 
Choller and Rage without doing himſelf a 
Violence, and he degenerates into Beſtial , 
and takes upon him thoſe qualities every time 
he breaks forth into fury againſt his Neigh- 
bor. There is glory in pardoning an Of- 
fence, whenit is Weakneſs and Cowardize 
to revenge it, This ambition is Commend- 
able, and that perſogmay boaſt that he is a- 
bove his Enemies , who deſpiſes their injuries, 
It is true , this Perte&ion 1s not much relieved, 
and there wants but a mean Vertue to receive 
with indifference an Outrage coming from 
the mouth or hand ef a Wicked Perſun; Bur 
Generolity goes furtl.er, it would have us 
do good to thioſe that have hurt us, to oblige 
them toRepentance by our tavorsand kindnels, 
and to make their Malice be the rule of our Lt 
berality. 

Man ought to be afrierd to Clemency , and 
to perſuade himſelf that he labors his Happy- 
neſs, when he remits an injury , that Plea- 
ſure is fix'd ro vertuous actions, and that r.one 
is more ſolid then that he derives from the 
love of his Enemies. That wiſe , King who 
is ſo celebrated inthe Scripture, for having 
tciumph'd 91 er his Pathions , and taught Mo- 
deration 
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deration to His Subjets by His own Exam- 
ple, was of this opinion, when he recom- 
mended the life of 4b, alow to His Soldiers, 
and forbad them to touch his Perſon in their 
; re-encountersS, Or in the Battle, This Inſo- 
Rs noe. lent Son, after he had abus'd his Power , em- 
rum Abſa. brued his hands in the blood of his Brother 
lon, Amnon , forced the Pallace Royal , and 0- 
bliged his Father.to a ſhametul flight , had 
yet fo much Temerity as to have deligns upon 
his life, and ro meditate a Parricide to ſet the 
Crown upon his own Mad, And yet David 
did command Feab the Leader of his Army to 
ſpare him, to have a care of his Life, an4 to 
put him ſafe again into bis Arms, He had learnt 
the great Advantage there wasto be conquer'd 
by Mildneſs, that Revenge 1s always inta- 
mous, and one cannot be cruel to his enemy , 
without offending his Cenic:ence or Reputa- 
tion. Nature does nor oppoſe this Sentiment 
but in the minds of thoſe that are weak and 
+ cowardly, andnotwithiſtanding ſoine dithicul- 
ties that may be met with , they are caſyto be 
overcome by thoſe who are lovers of Vertue, 
and who have prov'd its force and power. 
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The Fourth 


TREATISE 


The Firſt Diſcourſe. 
Of the Nature of Force. 


F nothing in the World is more Bloody 
and Cruel , then Victory, there is not 
any thing more Splendid and Gloriovs, 
All Orators are bulied in making its 

Panegyrick , and thoſe perſons that are fo 
favith in their Praiſes, would be very barren 
and narrow intheir Expreſſions, if they had 
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no Battles to relate of, no Overthrows to 
deſcribe, nor Triumphs to proclaim. Con- 
querors look upon itas the fruit of their Tra- 
vels, they ſpeak of it as the Matiter-piece of 
their Courage, and of a good they bring 
clear away from their Enemies , through their 
Prudence and Conduct. Polititians contider 
it as the ſupport of States, the glory of 
their Army , the detence of their Frontiers , 
and as the inhancement of their Reputation , 
and Wealth, But asthis adyantage 1s Pom- 
pous, ſo it is difficult toacquire, to deſerve 
the nameot ViRorious , we muſt ingage our 
ſelves in Wars, expoſe our perluns to inft- 
nite Dangers, and abandon to the Diſcretion 
of Fortune, both our Liberty and Lite, 

Now Force and Vagnanimity furmounts 
all theſe difficulties , it glorits in ſeeking out 
the Enemy, in letting upon AMictions, in 
faceing Death, and in making up to whatever 
appears Terrible in the world, It we will credit 
a Roman Philoſopher , it is a generous ver- 
rue exalting us beyond a capacity to Fear : 
a Science that teaches us to beat back Dan= 
gers, contern Travels, and provoke unto 
Sufferings and Calamities. For Evil is the 
objec of this Noble Habirude, and it cannot 
be ſaid to ſubliſt in nature, it it has not Ene- 
mies to combat with, an. Dithculties to con- 
quer, Some have confounded Force with Va- 
lour, 
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lour , they have thought that Couragewas re- 
ſerv'd tor Corquerors,and that one oughtto be 
conſtantly in Battles,ard gaining Kingdorgs, to 
merit the name of Mighty and V:torious. 
But certainly they Have but imperte&ly 
. known the nature of Force; the moſt Glori- 
ous Actions are not alwaysthe moit Dange- 
rous. Anattliiction is often more Gifficulr to 
cet the mafter of, then an Enemy ; and I 
queſtion if a Man deſerves not more to be 
Kenown'd for incuring Death with a firm re- 
ſolution in his Bed, then tor deſpifirg it in a 
Þattle. 

Whois there but knows that the yalour pra- 
Aiiſed in Armies, is n:ore x ure and true inBeaſts 
then in Men? that thoſe of the Female kind 
areas capable of 1: as the Males ? and thatboth 
ot them do ſtrive with as carneſt a contention 
for the poſſeflion of a Meicow , as Kings do 
for the Conquett of a Nation? Bur there is 
. this difference, that the force of Bealts is 
true and real , and that of Men oft-times bur 
in ſhew and appearar.ce, the one 1s Natural , 
the other is mixt with Artifice, the one pure- 
ly regards Profit or Glory, the other inga- 
ges us in Perils, but trough ihe fear of 
Death , or appreb«<1.4:: n of the Poverty which 
threatens vs. Who obſerves the adcreties of 
Humane Valour, wu ;ce that it is but a Sage 
dejetion ard weaknels of mund that tore-lees 
tie 
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the Danger, ſo as to avoid it, that overcomes 
ic Pailion by another, and thar ſuffers one 
Miſghiet to ſecure himſelf from a greater. 
To what purpoſe ſerve the managing ot Hor- 
ſes, an4 the Hall of Arms, but to teach us 
how io turn tail with a good Grace, and to 
become an honorable Coward ? there's no 
doubt but a Shopeprentice might overcome 
the moſt Couragious , if that Valour con- 
fiſts in taking lis time, Keeping himſelf in 
Poſture , and in obſerving all rhoſe rules that 
reach us to beat back our Adverſary. But 
true Valour &ecſpiſes Artifice, it conliders it 
to bethe evil , but nor the mears of eſcaping , 
and it 15 as little accuſtomed to ward off Biows 
as to fear them. The Lacedemon:tans have 
banniſh'd all maſters of Arms out of their 
States, and choſe rather to ve redeiable {or 
their \iRory to Nacure, then Induſtry. here 
is none but will commend the valour of that 
perſon who dares ingage with a Bear , cope 
witha Lyon, and giapple with a wild Boar 
that is coming wi.h tull torce and power upon 
him , becauſe Art and Cunning has no part in 
this conibat, but he makes an abſoiute Expo- 
fal of himſelf tothe fury cf his enemy. 

As Valour reje&sall craft , fo it is an ene- 


victory that ſhall be Diſhonorable, it fancies 


becitis ubi. it derogates from its Grandeur when it has 


hopes 


Ra 
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recourſe to Fraud tor the obtaining of it, Tr que. The- 
hopes to conquer , as ſoonas it begins its com- ®hilac. 
bats by Counſel & Arms,and looks upon itſelf 5, 
interior to its Adverlary, ro make ule of Stra- 

tagems to ſubdue him, Fraud is a diſcovery 

of weakneſs, and we muſt confeſs our ſelves 
conquer'd when we are fain to uſe thameful 

means to arrive at our deligns, 

It Force thould be without diſguiſe , Fortiruds 
and if it ſhould contemn thole low ſyb-# wits: 
tleties that may give it advantage, it is alſo ne-!*** ©*: 
ceſſary that it ſhould be illuminated in its Con-,,, "ans 
du, that it ſhoutd know the danger it has to 72 pericu- 
ſurmount the difficulties that may hinder. its {97% re- 
ViRory, and that it tind out ways of van. ?***:do- 
quilhing, or at leaſt diverting them. For,;,;,*,"*" 
Force is not a blind Temerity that loves dan- zyz , pro 
ger, or that ingages us ſelt in it , but upon vocando- 
neceſlity ; buta Science that teaches us to d1- 7” 
ſtinguiſh Evils , to ſeperate them from their Jenee 17 
contrary , and to preferr the imaginary and, ,g.,,. 
apparent ones to thoſe that are eft:tual an 
true. That Man is not to be accounted vali- 
anc, that's pull*don by the violence of his 
Choller, or relying upon the ſtrength of his 
body , precipitates himſelf into dangers , and 
ſeems ro be afraid of nothing, only becauſe 
he would bechought above the power of be- 
ng frightned and thaken ; but well may he, 
who, knowing the evil, and abhorring it , does 
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yet attacque it with Courage, and put himſelf 
in a poſture of giving it a Repulſe, according as 
it needs, and the occalion will ſuffer him. 

A valiant Man's ingagements ought alſo to be 
Juſt, he ſhould nor fight but for the defence 
of Equity , and he ſhould rather regard the 
ſubjeR of his Enterprizes , then their recom- 
pence. ViRtory is not always the reward of 
Valour , the moſt Couragious are generally 
the moſt unfortunate, and oft-times they are 
forc'd to yield to their Enemies,who have nei- 
ther their conduc nor courage, To teach us 
thattrue Valour relides in the heart , that it is 
rather a product of the Soul then Body , and 
that he may call himſelf no longer ViRo- 
rious, then whilſt he1s braving ot Dangers, 
deſpiting Death, and making head to his Ene- 
mies. 

From all that has been ſaid , it is eaſy to in- 
ferr that force as well as what accompanies it , 
is obtain'd for Pleaſure, that it does not give 
Battles but to obtain it}, that it is as well its 
end as 1ts recompence, and that it never at- 
tacques Troubles but to procure us Pleaſure. 
For Evil is odious, it ſhocks our inclinations 
inſtead of drawing them , and we ſhould never 
reſolve to deſtroy it, if we did not promiſe to 
our ſelves joy and ſatisfaction from the Defeat, 
Death is the terribleſt of all evils, it makes a 
ſeperation between the Soul and Body, it 

breaks 


_ 
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breaks the moſt tri and perfe& Friendſhips 
that ever were in the world, and taking upon it 
the ſtate of a Soveraign, ir brings dewn the 
goddlieſt works of Natureto the Duſt and no- 
thing, This ſnatches the dear Wife from the 
arms of her moſt affe&ionate Husband, robs 
the Father of his * only Son , and brings ſad- « yam 
neſs into Families, and deſolation into King- 
doms. But, have we overcome the fear of 
Death, then will this Monſter appear to us as 
a favor from Heaven , and we thall look upon 
it a$ a way that leads ns to Felicity. Our Re- 
poſe begins from its contempt , and we derive 
Our Pleaſure and Contentment from having 
obtained a preheminence over an enemy phat 
triumphs over Victors and Conquerors, 


The Second Diſcourſe; 


That the ſufferings of Martyrs are mungled 
' with abundance both of Profit and 
Pleaſure. 


Hoſe that are Idolizers of their bodies, 

and think they offend a Divinity when 

they do any thing tv hurt them , cannor be per- 
ſuaded that Parricide can be mnocent amon 
Chriſtians; rhat a Man may lawfully conſpir 

G 2 againſt 
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againſt his own perſon , and expoſe his life for 
the glory of bis Creator, They condemn all 
thote of Simplicity and Folly, who render 
themſelves up to this Generous Paſfhon , and 
who abandon themſelves tro Executioners up- 
onthe hopes of Recompence. Whar , ſay they, 
is God become a Tyrant, lince he has ſent his 
Son upon the Earth ? has he, who has Saved 
us, now a delign to Deſtroy us? and will he 
have us dye becauſe he has givenus our lives ? 
he ſuffered for all Men, his Death procures 
their Happineſs , and we but unprotuably aſ- 
pire to be Martyrs , lince he has exptated upon 
the Croſs all our Offences by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, Gods nor delighted with Cruelty , 
he refuſes the blood of Bulls and Goats, and 
he is ſatisfyed when he finds Repentance in our 
hearts , and hears his Praiſes in our mouths, 


P__ Theſe Reaſons, though they have ſome 
Sata ſemblance of Truth, only content baſe and 
+ +—vuveng abje& Spirits , who havea horror for all things 
ſuas , vel that may incommode them , and who rejet 
fi ios ſuos, the Martyr , becauſe they know not his advan- 
42 aryors tages and his pleaſure. But thoſe, brought 
++ way up inthe ſchool of the Son of God, know that 
& 21i0n. Martyrdom is a favor and not a cruelty , that if 
hil:tcr in heis bleeding, yet heis durtitul , thathe comes 
-/a:11Mm to help our weakneſles, that he wounds us but 
i-.tulad-to heal us, and that he does not give us death, 


but 
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_ Guttolead us to a life of Immortality, Tyrants vers. 


are the Minilters of Heaven , the blood they &no!ti- 


draw from our Veins, open to us the Gates © 


thereof, and makes us enter into it with vio- 
lence. Alſo God propoſes Martyrdom to us 
under the name of a Combat , that ſo we may 
vanquiih the Demon that has overcome us, 
beat down him that has defeated us, and cauſe 
Glory to ſucceed Infamy and Servitude, 
Vertue is the Diſpenſatrix of Honor , the di- 
ſtinguilhes the orders of the Happy , ſeperates 
the Widdows from the Virgins , and eftabli- 
ſhes the Martyrs in a throne above the Confeſ- 
ſors. But where ſhould be this diverlity, if 
there was an equality of Merits in Heayen ? 
and how would theſe Starrs differ between 
themſelves, if they had all one and the ſame 
beauty and luſtre? Preference is the mark of 
Merit, not to be obtain'd but by Force and 
Svfferings, Life muſt be deſpiſed here on carth, 
if we will pretend toinjoy an honorable place 
in Heaven. Sothat Manyrdom 1s an ingeni- 
ous Tyrant that kills us to fave us, and an in- 
nocent Crime, that o*rwhelms us with Cenfu- 
l10n, to crown us with Glory, 

It we will believe Tertullian , it is an Obhi - 
ging Cruelty that tears away our life to give it 
us again, that defpoils us ro make us Rich, 
and that, making us to be the imitators ot the 
Son of God, atſures us to have a part in h1s 
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felicity. In ſhort, Tyrants rather deſervethe 
name of BenetaQtors, then Enemies, lince they 
oblige in perſecuting us, and it is more for our 
advantage to bave their hatred,then their kind- 
neſs and their promiſes. For all the cruelty 
they can invent conſpires to our happineſs 3 
Torments ſtifle our Paſſions, flames kindle our 
Charity , their rage is the beginning of our 
Merit , and carries us up to Heaven to receive 
its recompence. From thence it is that we call 
the paſſion of Martyrs their birth-day , be- 
cauſe it ingenders them to Life, in engaging 
them to Death, and cauſes them to begin an 
Eternity, in ending their miſerable life. 

But that which ſill heightens the glory of 
Martyrs, and renders their death more Illu- 
ſrious , is, that they ſeem to add a perfeRion * 
ro the pafiion of Jeſus Chriſt, and to end what 


Ad imple be begun on the Croſs. St. P.ul preſum'd to 
caque de- boaſt of this honor , he was aſſur'd that his at- 
ſunt p1ſio- flitions were the accomplithment of his tor- 


ments, and that his dejeRions and his miſeries 


mi, St, deriv'd their Elogies from his ſufferings. He 
Paul, a4 knew his ations were valuable only from the 
Colloſl, motives that begat them, that his paſſion might 


diſpute preheminence with his , lince the caule 
of it was more Noble and Lofty. St. Par! ſut- 
{*red for Jeſus Chriſt , and Jeſus Chriſt ſuff'r- 
ed but for the World. St. Paul was perlecu- 
ted for his Saviorus ſake , but the Son of God 
ingur'd 


= 
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indur'd death for the ſake of Rebels, St. Pau! * 
combated for the glory of his Maſter , and 7e- 
ſus Chriſt was expos'd to infamy and death to 
give liberty to Slaves. Ter:allian likewile , Cicatrices 
whoſe Sentences are ſo Pompous, and weigh- ite ntig, 
ty, hasſaid, the paſſions of Martyrs might be '7**49/< 
delir'd by thoſe in Bliſs , that the Son of God ” on 
might wiſh for them in Heaven , and that their {;b, de py. 
wounds were capable of making him jealous, 4ici, 
if he was ſuſceptible of this paſlion, 

Then it Sufferings are ſo advantagious to 
Martyrs , they are not ſure leſs agreeable to 
them , it they exerciſe their Courages, they 
charm their Wilſs, and if they cauſe panand 
anguifh in their Bodies, they fill their Souls 
with delights and pleaſures, They rejoyce in G:dczz 
the midſt of Torments, becauſe they reſt up- pti-3res 
on their Soveraign's word , whom they know ! _ 
is astrue as he is powertul , and that he who is — 
a ſpeRator of their combat , will be the glory z-; a4 v0- 
and recompence of it, They know that what turtatem 
they indure, is nothing comparatively tro what 24 p*rt- 
they hope for,that their Painis ſhort, and their |; 
happineſs will be Eterna! , that their torments G,ogi.. * 
are not of many moments continuance , and cos, 
the reward they look for , will be more laſting 
then all the Ages yet to come, This hope re- 
lieves their Courage, charins their Griefs , 
confirms their Conſtancy , and renders them 
ViRorious in the midſt of all their aftlictions. 
» G 4 This 
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This pleaſure then muſt needs be mighty , lince 
it works ſuch ſtrange EffeRs, and makes theſe 
Champions contemn all the ſentiments of Na- 
ture. For as if Pleaſure had inchanted their 
minds, they ſtill are preferring Infamy to Ho- 
nor , they go into Priſons as into places of 
ſafety ,they receive Stripes as favors, they are 
thankful to thoſe Executioners that tear them 
in pieces, lye down on burning Coals as 
on beds of Roſes, and with joy they ſuffer the 
plucking our of their Eyes , cutting off their 
Arms, and tke diſtilling of their Bodies drop 
by drop upon flaming Coals, The grace that 
works all theſe Miracles, is a charm that ele- 
vates their minds , increaſes the' ſtrength , ex- 
cites their courage , and cauſes them withour 
Pain , tro triumph over the cruelties of their 
Tormentors, over the malice of Demons , 
and over the extremity of their Tortures. 
Though the quality of a Martyr be ſo Iliu- 
ſtrious, and that Almighty God hath reſerv*d 
it for theſe Heroes whom he has brought into 
the world , to make his Power be admired and 
dreaded; yet notwichſtanding all the Faithful 
may acquire it, every Chriſtianis permitted to 
be his own Executioner, and without ſwerving 
from his duty , to be his own Tyrant and Per- 
ſecuter. Tis nota ſmall torment for a Manta 
conquer his Paſſions , ro pacity his Choller , 
9 put out thoſe inipure Flames that conſume 
lym, 
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him, to bring down and humble his Pride, 
and to ſtifle in his breaſt the delire of Riches 
and Honors, Ir is got the ſhedding of Blood 
only that compleats Martyrdom, other Evils 
diſpute this glory with it, and that perſon may 
very well boaſt bis being in the Liſt and Num- 
ber of Martyrs, that attlits his Body, that 
contends with Infamous Pleaſures , that pa- 
tienly ſuffers Pains and Miſeries , and that rea- 
dily ſubmits hiniſelf to that Juſtice that pun- 
nilhes him, 


The Third Diſcourſe. 


That Patience conceals a real Foy under 
apparent Miſeries. 


JF Patience be not the moſt attraRtive and glo- 
rious of Ve:tues , it is that which is moft ne- 
ceſſary ; it gives Life to allthe other, it alliſts 
them in their Enterprizes , and thoſe that cauſe 
Wonders inthe world would be unprofiable 
or languiſhing, were they not aided by the 
power of this, Faith, which 1s the Balls of 
Religion , and which leads our mind to the firſt 
Truth , owes its diſcoverics to Patience , the 
Patriarcbs became faithful in ſuff'ring, and 


thoſe Men , whoſe memory is ſo ſacred to us, 
would 
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would have been unknown in the world , had 
they net purchas'd their Faith by their Tra- 
vels. Hope charms Afflictions by her pre- 
ſence, and injoys in ſome meaſure, the hap- 
pineſs ſhe wiſhes for when ſhe attends it with 
Relignation. Charity is grounded upon cen- 
Rancy , ſhe has all her beauty and merit from - 
it , and one may aſſure themſelyes of her faith- 
fulneſs when ſhe {urmounts the difficulties that 
combat with her. Repentance {lackens, when 
deprived of her company , and ealily falls un- 
der the weight of its afflitions , whenit is de- 
ſtitute of her ſuccour, Chaſtity is indebted 
to her for her Glory , ſhe only by her favor 
and indulgence triumphs over ber Enemies, 
and ris not ſomuch an effe& of Modeſty as Pa- 
tience , when ſhe relifts the weakneſles of the 
body , or rejects the ſhameful ſollicitations of 
tlie diflolute and wanton. So that Patience is 
the perfection of Vertues; and to poſlels it , 
is ſufficient tro make one Juſt and Faithful , 
Chaſte and Penitent, 

Burt as Religion and a Holy life is almoſt 
continually miſerable, and Calamities ſeem to 
be annexed to Vertue , its ſpeRators have a .4 
horror for it, thoſe who revere ir, ſhun it 
likewiſe, and judging of its worthineſs by out- 
ward appearances, they do ſuſpe& it of Hipo- 
criſy or Saperftition. It is a hard thing to make 
them believe that Man', whom Almighty God 

loves, 
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loves, ſhould bethe objet of hiswrath , that 
he ſhould perſecute an Innocent inftead of 0- 
bliging him, that he ſhould turn his love inro 
cruelty , and only heap up miſeries and at- 
flitions upon him, whom he conligns for 
happineſs inHeaven, But thoſe whoare brought 
up in the ſchool of Piety , know that the fuf- 
fering of the Righteous are but in appearance 


I 
that their repreſentation takes away their m 
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ture, and that they have nothing leſs then ne noftr4, 


what they make the greateſt outward thew of. 
The wile Man glories in his aflitions, and 
terms thoſe favors which others poſlibly call 
by diſgraceful Appellations, That holy pride 
he diſcovers in his ations, and that Joy which 
almoſt continually poſſeſſes his countenance , 
is an evidence of the Tranquility of his mind ; 
Tempeſts do not diſturb his repoſe, and he 
ſeems to be never more unſhaken , then when 
moſt of all he is roſt up and down. All things 
have their changes in Nature, and thoſe bodies 
which are ſo neceſſary to the Conſervation of 
others have theirViciflitudes and their Periods, 
The Earth does tremble under our feet , and 
the Fire or Wind which moves its Bowels, 
puts divilions between its parts. The Sea is an 
image of inconſtancy , 1t 1s ſcarce ever at qui- 
et with its felt , whether the 1ſooz cauſes the 
motion of its VWatets, or whether it be the 
Winds which it conceals that flirr ir, it never 

holds 
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holds long in one and the ſame poſture. The 
Sun has its Ecliples , and that Planer which is 
the parent of Life, is ſomtimes reduced to a 
Diſappearance and an Agony, The Seaſons 
of the Year are not always equal , if there be 
ſome fruitful Sommers, there be thoſe like- 
wiſethat are Stcrill and barren, and if there 
be very ſharp and ſevere Winters, there are 
ſome alſo ſo mild, that they reſemble the plea- 
ſantneſs of the Spring. We have never yer 
beheld any thing conſtant in the world, all that 
appears init diſſolves its ſelf, and one need not 
much to wonder at it, lince even the ſame 
principles that make them ſubſiſt, conſpires 
likewiſe to their ruin, 

But the Joy of a wiſe Man is ſtable and per. 
manent , it 15 as equal in all Difaſters, as in 
Proſperity 5, if that Accidents approach him , 
he is not much concern'd, and what violence 
ſoever they exerciſe upon his Perſon , they do 
not ſo much move his Courage , as they ſtreng- 
then and confirm it. He reſembles thoſe Stars 
that never changetheir luſtre, but are as bright 
jnthe moit Tempeſtuous as in the cleareſt and 
calmeſt nights, and which abate nothing of 
their beauty though they are berounded with 
Clouds and foggy Exhalations. Nothing is 
capable to trouble his repoſe but Sin, he looks 
upon Health and Riches , no otherwiſe then as 
g09ds that do not concern him, and as he does 
eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh all i. happineſs in hiniſelf, ſo he de- 
rives the greatei, vart of his glory from their 
contempt and flight, Let Fortune force his 
Riches from him, let it reduce him to his Scrip 
and Wallet, and oblige him to begg his Bread 
at the gates of thoſe that have been his Ser- 
vants, he knowes his Treaſures ate hid in Hea- 
ven, and that it is yo inthe pollibility of Man- 
kind tozake them from him. Leta Tyrant ban- 
niſh him out of his Country, let him ſeperate 
him from his parentsand kindred , he has this 
aſſurance in himto meet with one more hap- 
py and glorious in Heaven, and there to have 
God for his Father , the Sainis for his Bre- 
thren, and Angels for his Friends, Let In- 
juſtice condemn him to the Priſon; and load 
his body with heavy chains and ſhackles, he 
knowes his Soul has ample liberty, that it 
can get through Iron-gates and Chink-holes , 
and that all the diligence of Jaylcrs can never 
keep it from aſcending upto Heaven, Let cr1- 
el Executioners diſmember him by piece-meals, 
and tear away his life by exquilite tortures, 
he knowes his body (hall reſume its former or- 
der, that he ſhall riſe again with the Happy , 
and that Glory fha}l be the recompence of all 
his ſufferings and attiictions. 

Who queſttons bur that a Man is hil'd withJoy, 
when he does conquer ſuch cruel enemies , and 
that 1c 1S Patience that renders him vicorious 
over 
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over Miſery, Captivity, Sufferings, and Death. 
Vertue is inſeperable trom Pleaſure , the evils 
which attacque it were never yet capable to 
part them, but ſhe is happy though judg'l 
moſt miſerable, Thoſe who fly trem Aftli- 
ion, very much reſemble thoſe Children who 
areterribly frighted with the light of thoſe they 
love, becauſe they have got Vizards on, and 
not con(idering their perſons,mind nothing but 
the Viſage, which makes them tremble. Miſe- 
ries are no otherwiſe then imaginarily Auſtere , 
they conceal the Pleature under an appearance 
of Evil, and he is unacqainted withtheir me- 
rit, who looks upon *era but as the enemies 
of his happineſs, Infamous pleaſures con- 
yert themſelves into to: ments, and our nature 
muſt needs be under a great depravation , not 
to be ſenlible of their attliting circumltances, 
But the Chriſtian makes Sufferings become 
pleaſurable, he efteems himſelf happy when 
he is accounted worthy to ſuffer any thing for 
his Saviour, and Patience animating him for 
induring , gives him a toretalt of chat Joy he 
looks for in Heaven. 

When the Son of God ſent His Apoſtles to 
the Converlion of the World, he call'd them 
his Sheep, and ſaid He was their good Shep- 
hard, he would havethem receive this Miſſion 
as a tayor , and not as they were for it ſo much 
redevable totheurMericas to his Goodneſs and 
Bounty; 


8 
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Bounty, Yet notwithſtanding he ſent theſe 
Sheep among Wolves , he expos'd them to 
the unmerciful fury of Tyrants , he promiſed 


them nothing but *Deaths and Tortures, and *des Croix, 


to incourage them in this office, he aſſured 
chem that the executing it would cauſe the loſs 
both of their Honor and their Lives. Toteach 
us that perſecution 1s not without its delights, 
that Miſeries are the nouriſhment of the faich- 
ful , that Torments'keep vertue alive, and in 
breath , and that Infamy makes up the happy- 
neſs of thoſe that are miſerable, 


— 


The Fourth Diſcourſe. 


That there ts ſatisfaflion in ſupporting ones 
ſelf up under the aeformites of the body. 


Hat inve&tives ſoever bave been made 
VV againſt the beauty and comelineſs 
of the Body, and whatever Reaſons have 
been deduced from the writings of Philoſo- 
phers to abaſe its Pride ; it has been yer im- 
poſlible to perſuade the Women that it is dan- 
gerous , andthat that which does appear as a 
Divinity to our Eyes, can be deſtruftive and 
pernicious to Humane ſociety. They have re- 
courſe to the commendations of their Idola- 
rers 
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ters to authorize its Empire, they ſay that it 
35 an Emanation of the Soveraign-Good , it is 
the beginning of Love, and it has never yer 
mer with any other enemies in the world , then 
thoſe that are bizarre and blind. The Law al- 
lows its addreſs, and obliges usin ſome mea- 
ſure to preferr Beauty to Deformity , if we 
will believe Plato who was its Panegyriſt, Love 
is not happy , but becauſe the is the objet of 


its entertainment , and does pleaſantly Hatter - 


Sprcioſaa the Sences by in{inuating its (elf into the mind. 
perſonas But what prailes ſoever may be given to 
accipere. Beauty, we muſt acknowledg that it is not 
—_ i;Withour its blemiſhes and imperfeRions , and 
vtriu(que Eat the Philoſophers were not altogether void 
Sextis.1;b. of Reaſon, when they many times preferr'd 


100, f dc even unhan{ſomnels to its perteCtions. For not 


he pats to inſtance that it is a frail gitr of nature , 
: which decays with time, deceives ics admirers, 


and isin the power of the leaſt Diſtemper to 
do it outrage : belides ho:v it is fain to borrow 
the greateſt part of its Charms from the opi- 
nion of the beholders, that its Puiſſance is 
malignant, that it makes impreſlion only upon 
the purblind,and its poſlefiton 1s not ſo much a 


true, as it 15 an imaginary £009. Ir perſecures * 


the Subje& whoſe gory ber ſelf is, and as if 
it had conjured his ruin, it troubles his repoſe, 
robs him of the greateſt part of his life, and 
fills him withchoughts only after infamous or 
= Crimingl 
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criminal things. Ir is an Enemy that accom- 
panies him wherever he goes, thar torments 
him in his retreat as well as in publick, and 
that after is has hood-wink'd his :yes, will 
not ſuffer him ro diſcern between truth and 
falſe-hood , nor to diſtinguilh the vice that fat- 
ters him , from the vertue he oughr to aſpire 
to, Alſo thoſe who are acquainted with its 
vanity, with ſatisfaction ſuffers its loſs , and 
no whit are troubled to be deprived of an Or- 
nament ſv prejudicial to their felicity. They 
judg their body ought ro be withour attraQti- 
on, finceit is che vileſt part of them, every 
Cay tending towards Corruption, and that it 
is bur jultice ir ſhould be humbled , lince it 
was born to obey. 

Reaſon is Man's only good, iris an advan- 
tage that he can diſpute with all other crea- 
tures, and he may eſteem himſelf happy , be- 
ing reaſonable. Beauty is a ſtranger cot , 
that gives place to Flowers and Birds, and 
we ſee even Inſe&s diſpnte it with the moſt 
charming ane powerful Beauties on Farth. As 
Homelineſs is a remedy againft Love, it puts 
out , and extinguiſhes Concupiſcence, and by 
a wretched kind cf happineſs , makes us otten 
diſeſteem thoſe perſons we cannot affect with- 
out doing violence to our ſelves. The defor- 
mity of the body is nor an enemy to the beau- 
ty of the mind , the moſt precious things are 
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ordinarily ſuch as are moſt hidden, and they 
are moſt valuable trom the obſcurity of the 
places where they lye in. Pearls are thut up 
in ſhells of Fiſhes, Chryſtal is buried in ſtones 
and Rocks, Gold is lockt up in the barren 
ground , and the Earth produces nothing that 
is choile and curious , but what is embowelled 
in Dirt and Filth, The mind is ott-times re- 
tired under a frighttul deformity , and it 
we will take Antiquity for our warrant, the 
lubtle Philoſophers have made their Wiſdom 
ſhine forth through the caſements of moſt 
dreadfully hideous and detormed Bodies. He, 
who made the Beaſts to ſpeak , and who in 
one little Volume has coutched up all humane 
pollicy , was a Monſter in appearance, and 
approached nearer the ſhape of a Bear then of 
a Man, and it his Reaſon ſhould nor have 
broke forth at his tongue , he might have been 
taken for the debauch of a diſorderly Father. 
It does not depend upon us to be Handſom , 
bur it 1s in our power to be goed, Honeſty is 
fixt to our will , and whatever defe&s may 
happen to our bodies, they cannot hinder us 
from being vertuoi.s, That perſon who does 
aſpire to this glorious Title, can ealily laugh 
at the advantages of the body, and as he 
knows that the mind is above that groſs and 
heavy lump , he contemns its impertections , 
that he may ſeek his Soveraign, We have be- 
held 
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held ſome Virgins , who have disfigur'd their 
Faces to conſerve their Chaſtity , and have 
choſen rather ro make themſelyes hated by 
Men, then to get them be their humble Ser- 
vants, If Nat, ure has rendred us deformed , 
it has delivered us from this trouble, it was 
willing to be her felt the Tutreſsot our vertue, 
and to learn us Purity by depriving us of the 
means that might put it 1ato hazard, It is al- 
ways leſs olorious ro be born. Beautiful then 
to become o; lince the one is only the work 
of Fortune, bur the other is the production of 
our Induſtry , the one comes to us without 
any treuble , the other is only valuable from 
the choiſe of our will. Vertue has the pre- 
heminence of Fortune, it does not relieve vsx1,, ,.n;: 
from its empire, but it deſerves as much reſ- c/z:um,(-d 
pett in a dilealz d body , as in one that fs ſound 2/699 de- 
and healthy. Lel:s his raillery was unjuſt #979 ita 
ule Lv 
when he ſaid that the wit of Galba was ill-lodg-1;,. ., 7; 
ed , lince the honſe contributed nothing to the+(et jnge- 
glory of its Hoſt , and as a Robuſt and ſtrong um Gal- 
Man may come out of a ſorry Cottage, ſo may ** 4c 
a frail and deformed Body contain in it a firm 59" _ 
and generous Mind, ow bran 
Wholly to be faſtened to the Body, is to 
become t00 ſenſual , and to value ones ſelf on- 
ly upon thele vain appearances which can do 
nothing but arreſt our Eyes, Vere ſtands 
inno need of Ornaments, iSAucuſt and [plen- 
H 2 al 


In Galnwm 
O' 1tn7em 


The Divine 
did in what place ſoever it is to be beheld , and 
it is to be 1gnorant of its Merit to think jt can 
borrow ny pertetions from the beauty of ſo 
vile a inatter, 

Blindneſs feems to be moſt inſupportable, 
and a Man way be ſaid ro be reduced to his laſt 
miſery when he has loſt rhe uſe of his Sight. 
What pleaſure can ir be for him to live in the 
world when the light does not affe& his Eyes 
when he ſees no Starrs but in imagina- 
tion, when his caysare confounded with his 
nights, when the $4» warms l1m , but not in- 
. lightens him , and when more unfortunate then 
Moles and Gw:cs , he fees as Iittlein darkne's 
as he does in the noonday-light, And yer 
there have been Men that have preferred Blind- 
neſs ro Sight, and who have looked upon it 
as a means that leads to wiſdom. They have 
been perſuaded that being no: able to ſee Hea- 
ven, they could more freely contemplate up- 
on its Creator , that this exchange was more 
advantagious to them, lince they did ceaſe 
trom beholding thele created things, to en- 
tertain themſelves with the Soveraign of the 
worl. They lad queſtionleſs learned by ex- 
perience thar Folly is the Regent Queen of the 
world, that all one meets with in it, is no- 
thing but Extravagance, and that it is a kind of 
Confolation not to be obliged to confider thoſe 
actions which ſhock the waxims of Reaſon. 

Who 
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Who knows not that vices have their riſe frora 
the Eyes? and that they would have a long 
time been bannithed from the Earth, if they 
had not been conſerved in it by their means. 
Covetouſneſs would never make Men ſordid , 
but that they diſcover to them the pompe and 
ſplendor of Riches, and make them believe 
there is a world of ſatisfation in keeping the 
preciouſeſt of Mertals cloſe priſoners in their 
Coffers. Impurity ſteals in its poyſon throw 
the looks, and Women could never make the 
hearts of Men their captives, it the eyes did 
not plead the cauſe of the moſt fair and charm- 
ing. Envy has its beginning from the Eyes, 
and could never torment the baſe and unw or- 
thy , but that the Sight furniſhes them with 
occalions for their torture. In ſhort, moſt 
Sins would not have the vogue and ſufferage of 
Mankind, were they but blind; and they would 
be ebliged to acknowledg the mercifulne's of 
Nature, for having deprived them of a good 
which is the beginning of all their evils, 

It cannot but be a great ſatisfa&ion to 
be deliv'red from thoſe things that are preju- 
dicial to us, to be dilingaged from any far- 
ther concern with thoſe guides that have be- 
tray'd us , and to have the loſs of thoſe hights 
that have led us into places of dat kneſs. Ver- 
tue has no need of light to produce its {elf , 
and if we will believe the Poets who have Ce- 
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ſcribed them, eventhe moſt excellent among 
them all are blind. Faith ſees not but by the 
Ears, Hope has no other Organs but theHands. 
Love knows nothing but by the means of the 
Heart ; and it Juſtice its felt had eyes, they 
ought ro be hard bound down with a filler , ro 
oblige its Lovers to deſpiſe the things of the 
Farth, and to exa/t their thoughts to thoſe of 
Heaven, If Nature has deny d us the ule of 
Sight, iris tomake us of the houſhold of God, 
ro rank us in che. number of the Vertuous , 
and to make us pertakers of the glory of hap- 
py SOUu!s, 
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The Firſt Diſcourſe. 


Of the Nature of Fuftice. 


He prophane Hiſtorians never give us 
| more plealins Charms,then in their de- 

ſcriptions of the Golden Age, and in 
making us to ſee the innocence and pleaſure of 
rhat happy State. It we will take their words, 
the Earth was a Manſion of Delights , it pro- 
duc'd all things without the trouble of Culti- 
vation, the Laborers did not ripp up its Entrails 
ro get its nouriſhment from it, and it was fo 
orderly and regular in its works , that it fatis- 
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fied their neceſſities according to the Seaſons 
of the year. Temperance was ſo natural to its 
Inhabitants, that they took tor favors what- 
ever the Sun and the Rain gave unto them ; 
Their produQions made them negle& the crea- 
tures of the Field , and they thought it a de- 
filement to their Conſciences to embrue their 
hands in the blood of Innocents. The waters 
of the Fountains ſupplied their thirſt, and they 
as yet were unacqainted with that liquor 
which diſturbs our Intelle&ts, and makes 
thoſe who drink ot itto exceſs, become {tupid 
or mad. All Men lived ina profound tranquil- 
lity ; fewds and contentions had not as yer 
made a diviſion in their Families, and as 
they were jult in all their actions, they were 
fearleſs of Judges or Magiſtrates. Love had 
not yet corrupted their inclinations, they were 
faithful ro their Wives as well as Children , 
and Adultery was as much abhorred by them, 
as Incelt and Homicide, Every oneobſerving 
theLaws of Nature was honeſt withoutArtifice, 
and as they never made any unjuſt Vows, ſo 
they were afraid of nothing to ſhock them, 
But as ſoon as this Community was driven 
out of the World , that Ambition ſucceeded 
Modeſty, that the Rich male their attempts up- 
on the goods of the Poor, and that Tyrants 
climbed orer the heads of them that were their 
equals , _ then neceſſary for to haye Laws 


found 


EPICURAUS. Io5 


found out ,to conſerve Right and Property to 

every one, and to maintain Humane ſociety 

among ſo many diviſions. So that Juſtice took 

its Origine from our diſorders, aad as firſt 

the Diitempers ought to be known, before 

any ſuitable Remedies can be apphed to 

them , ſo our outrages and irregularities bave 
preceded our Laws, and have oblig'd Men F»ſtitia eſt 
to make Edicts for their repreſſion. For Juſtice ?*” = 
according to our Civil Lawyers , is a conſtant efoes.cony; 
and immutable Will of rendring ro every one jus ſuum 
what of Right does belong ro him: Or t0cutq;imbs- 
ſpeak moreclearly , iris an [dea in the Soul , #4 ©. 
that preſccibes things juſt , and forbids thoſe —— 
thatare dilhoneſt. Bar as Self-love is the rule 
of that which we have for our Neighbor , 

this Virtue obliges usto begin at our ſelves,eve- 

ry Man tobe firſt equicable rewards himſelt , 

and not ro commit aay thing that may trouble 

the repoſe of his Conſcience. It would have 

realon to be our guide, and us to ſubmit our 

paſſions ro its condut, and not to undertake 

any thing it does not command or approve of. 

It ingages us to bring down our Fleſh,to rebate 

its inſolence , ro ſubmit it to the Judgment, 

and to keep it from ſuch exorbicances that are 
diladvantagious to it, It teaches us to make 

our intereſt ſtovp to our duty , to prefer inno- 

cenceto our Reputation, and more tobe afraid 

of our own Conſcience , then the preſence of 
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Judges and Soveraigns. Ir obliges usto be cir- 


cumipect in what we chooſe , to make a good - 


uſe of our Judgments to preſcribe to us ſuch 
objects as ought to imploy them, aad not to 
let thera ſeduce us by their unfaithful relarions. 


Bur as Man is nor only born for himſelt , bur- 


Nature has allied him to his tellow creatures , 
and he ought to live in Community with them 
Juſtice preſcribes him different duties, and 0- 
bliges him to ſatisfy every one of them ac- 
cording to his condition. It ſhows him the dit- 
ference he ought to have for his Superiors,the 
love he ſhould bear towards his Equals, and 
the Empire he onght to keep over thole that 
are ſubje& to him, the patience he ſhould exer- 
ciſe towards his Enemies , the charity and con- 
ſolation he ought to render to the Poor and Af- 
fliced. ' From thence ic came that a Philoſo- 
pher did confound Juſtice with the other Yer- 
rues , and that he imagined it ſufficient to be e- 
quitable to become Prudent, Valiant, and Tem- 
perate, Tis that which conſerves the harmony 
becween theSoul and its faculties,which guides 
It in its operations, which ſubmits the ſenlitive 
Appetite to Reaſon , and which ſhows to the 
will, the good it ought to choole, and the e- 
vil it ought ro avoid. *Tis that which procures 
rhe body health, which moderates the Ele- 
ments that compoſe it , andthar ſo exactly ad- 
juſts its pazrs that it cauſes the Aſteniſhment - 
al 
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all its behol!ders, *Tis that which governs the 
Univerſe, which gives Laws to Monarchs , 
Which maintains love between God and Man, 
and which obliges him to regard his Creatures 
as his Children, andthem to revere God as 
their Soveraign. 'Tis that which continues 
Peace in Cities, which keeps Husband and 
Wife in perfe& accord, which inſpires that 
reſpe&t in Servants they owe unto their Ma- 
ſters, and which creates a union between Peo- 
ple moſt remote and diftant. The Maſter-Py- 
rates wholive in a kind of War inthe midſt of 
Peace, and get their livelyhoods by the goods 
of their Neighbors , gre conſtrained to keep ir 
in their Thefts ; and to be juſt in their diſtribu- 
tions to their ailiſtants. They hazard their lives 
every time they fallify their words , and wirh- 
hold the recompence dueto their toil & travel, 

But that which ſtill advances the merit of 
Juſtice, and which exalts its Majeſty , 1s thar 
it imitates Alnighty God in its procedure, 
that it admits of no diſtin&1on of Perſons , and 
has as little conlideration for Relations as Ene- 
mies, Ir would be thought to betray the truth 
it detends , if it loved the one and hated the 0- 
ther > or if ir apportion'd its favors with an in- 
equality, It has a reſemblance to the Earth 
which upholds the Sick and Difeated as well as 
the Healthy, which nouriſhes . he poor and op- 
pulent, and which is as favorable to Slaves , 
as to Princes and Monarchs, lc 
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It is not to be doubted but that a vertne ſo 
Auguſt and Splendid , ſhould give a great deal 
of pleaſure to the perſons that poſſels ir ,\ and 
that labors to conſerve Union and Peace among 


103 


his feliow creatures, For what can Rand in his 


way to oppoſe his happineſs , who is right and 
at peace with God, who is afraid of none upon 
earth , and whoſe a&tions are above the ſurpri- 
ſes of his enemies, A Man efteems himſelf 
happy,ſo long as he lives honeſtly,chat he gives 
offence to none, and that he renders to every 
one his proper due. 


The Second Diſcourſe; 


That Ptety has a reſpef to Pleaſure as 
its laſt end, 


Totam A* we have ous Being from God, ſo we are 
quod eff redeyable to him for all that we are. *Tis 
nee offend his Majelty to divide our affections , 
poet,” and to give to Creatures what is only due to 
od babes thetr Soveraign. Love takes upon him the ſtate 
ordiazn- Of a Monarch, it ſuffers him not to have a com- 
dium eſt edpanion in its Empire. Burt as Almighty God go- 
S. Thom, Yerns the World without any dependance, ſo 
3. 3, 9.2 1, © bas an abſolute influence and regency over 
| Man, who 1s the Epitome and contraQtion of 1t, 
He 
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He requires the affe&tions of our hearts,becauſe 
we are his Creatures , and obliges us to conſe- 
crate ourſelves wholly co him , becauſe he is 
rhe only good that can be our ſatisfa&ion and 
contentment, He looks upon him Adulterous , 
who inclines himſelf to prophane obje&ts,who 
quits Heaven to admire arch, and who pre- 
fers a tranlient Beauty to that happineſs he 
promiſes to thoſe that love him, 

This Obligation ſeems bur juſt and reaſon- 
able, lince that God has no equal in the world, 


* his Charity is infinite, his Power uncontrou- 


able, and his Glory beyond both our Merits 
and Apprehenlions., We muſt be ungrateful 
not to acknowledge his benefits , and doubt his 
greatneſs not to offer to him all its puiſſances. 
This Principle ſuppoſed that Almighty God is 
the Ultimate end of Intelligent Creatures , and 
that all our inclinations mult terminate in him 
aSin their Center. If our love oughtto be diſ- 
intereſſed , if all the movements of our hearts 
ought to be referred to him, and we ought 
purely rodelire his Glory without any Retle- 
Rions upon our ſelves ; who will preſume to 
defend that Pleaſure is che Term and Reſulr of 
our aRions,& that in loving God withal the ex- 
tent and powers of our Soul, we may have de- 
lig"s for the Pleaſure that we expect and waic 
tor 110 Heaven ? 

Nevertheleſs we mult acknowledg that ww 
ra 
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ral Piety is inſeperable from this Sentiment , 
and Man never aQts ſo purely,but bas ſome re- 
ſpe&tro his own perſon. The Scripture is 
nag ; Pregnant with paſſages tor the proof of this 
ſperant in ixwh , which aſſures us that God 1s the Re- 
re, in.etci= Compence of his Servants, that his favors are 
mm exul-the motives of their affections, and they love 
tabun & hjm either becauſe he has remitted their Sins , 
habitabts ; 
:n cis. Pſa, OF made them to overfloiv with his Graces 
5. "and benefits, Hope oft-times cauſes the love 
of the Faiihful ; if rhev contemn hunger, ſuf- 
fer troubles and avet. <>, or expoſe them- 
ſelves ro death , *tis becauſe they kno thar 
Heaven ſhall givean end to their Mileries , that 
Life ſhall ſucceed Death, and that their Tor- 
ments thall be changed ircoRaviſhing Delights 
and Pleaſures, It they exerciſe Charity , re- 
lieve the Poor , vilit Hoſpitals , and enter in- 
ro Priſons to get the miſerable ont of them, 
"tis becauſe they have regard tothe Crown of 
Juſtice , which has been promiſed them from 
the beginning of the World, Chriſtians are 
permitted to {1gh after the Manſions of happy 
Souls , to have reſpe& to thole delights that 
wait for them in Heaven, and to deſire to come 
to the injoyment of Him whom they loved 
and ſerv d upon Earth. 
If "tis objeRed that we are the Chil4ren of 
God , that the Eternal Facher has admitted 1s 
into His family , and that it only belongs to 
Slaves 
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Slaves and Hirelings to look for the price of 
their labors, we ſhall not offend the ſentiments 
of Nature, if weſay a Child loves his Father 
with ſo much the greater affetion, as the fa- 
yors he has received have been multiplied up- 
on him . and as he promiſes himſelt after his 
death the poſletiion of his Eſtate. A Slaye 
would diſpute this glory with him , had he bur 
the ſame aſſurances from his Maſter, and polli- 
bly this Sen, whole affections ſeem ſo fincere, 
would convert his loye into hatred it his Father 
ſhould drive him out of his houſe, ard make a 
ſhew of deputing another to beHeir in hisplace. 
In ſhort, who would trouble himſelfwith ador- 
ing God,if he did not take care of his creatures? 


* why thould we beſtow on him our affections, 
lince he negleRs to take any cogniſance of 


them? and why ſhould we aftii&t our bodies,and 
curb our inclinations, and imploy our whole 
life in the defence of his intereſts, if our com- 
bats were to have no rewards,and our victories 
no Lawrels? Alſo Almighty God, who knows 
our weakneſs , and that we aft but through in- 
tereſt, allures us by the hopes of Feltcicy , 


. he promiſes his glory to thoſe who will keep 


his Commands, and he ingages himſelf to 
make them pertakers of his happineſs. He af- 
ſures his votaries that all the powers and facul- 
tics Of their Souls ſhall be ſatisfied, that their 
underſtandings ſhall behold the truth of what 
they 
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they have believed, that heir minds ſhall injoy 
the good they have ſought after , and that their 
memories ſhall be filled with the bounties they 


have been entertained withal , duting the time 


of their rel1dence upon Earth. 


But though we [hould bave Sentiments ſuf- 


ficiently purified, as not to conlider the glory 
that attends us in Heayen , that all our delires 


were terminated in God, and that we hoped- 


for nothing fcom him , bur only the honor of 
Siving him our whole love , we could not de- 
ny but there was abundance of ſweerneſs and 
contentment in this duty , that his commands 
are mixt with pleaſures, and that He, who 
obliges us to render him our affeQions , does 


inviteusto it by innocent and harmleſs De- * 


lighis. Heaſſurcs us that his Law is very a- 
greable, that there is great ſatisfaQtion in the 


doing of bis Will, and that Peace and Glory* 


ever doattend thoſe who ingage themſelves in 
his ſervice. The Charity he influences in our 
hearts, and the Grace whereby he prevents 
our defices, give a charm to the difficulties 
which are incoumred by us, they make our 


Fear give place to Love, and thruſt us on to - ' 


imbrace with eagerneſs and pleaſure, that 
which Nature looks upon with horror. There 
is nothing able ro Aſtoniſh us when we are ſe- 
conded by his power, and can ſee him as Co- 
adjutor inall the rencounters of our lite. 

Martyrs 
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Martyrs do laugh at Tyrants, and contemn 
the cruelty of Buicherly executioners , when 
they are animated with his Spirit, They ac- 
count their Puniſhments in the number of their 
greateſt favors , and are fo charm'd with the 
pleaſure it pours into their Souls , thai they 
are often fearful , leaſt the mildneſs of their 
Paſlion ſhould be a prejudice ro their Merit. 
We lee them likewiſe extended upon the Crofs 
as upon a Throne, 1mbracing their 1ormen- 
tors as their BenefaCtors , acknowledging the 
indulgence of their Tyrants when they ate 
ſentencing them to death , and preterring rhe 
moſt violent Torturs ro thoſe that are moſt 
gentle and ealy. *Tisthis ſame pleaſure that 
takes away Children from the arms of their 
Parents, that makes them chooſe a Cloyſter , 
to be buried there alive, to be ſpoil'd of their 
rich and coſtly Habits to cloih themſelves 
with Cords and Sack-cloihes, and to quit 
their delicate and ſumprious Diſhes only to 
feed upon Roots and Pulſe. *Tis this innocent 
ſatisfa&tion and pleaſure that animates Chri- 
ſtians againſt themſelves , that obliges them 
to the mortitying cf their bodies, to bring 
them unto the ſutjection of the mind , which 
ſtirs chem up againſt their proper pallions , and 
which forces them with much agreeableneſs ro 
make an abſolute and intire Sacrifice of them- 
ſelves for the glory of their Redeemer, 
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The Yoke of Feſ#s Chriſt is only uneaſy to 
{inners, the hardneſs of their hearts makes the 
weight of it heavy tothem, and they do not 
account his commands grieyous, but becauſe 
they are the vow'*d ([aves of the Devil. But have 
In eo quod they broken off with ihis enemy of Mankind, 
amatu' , has grace taken poſleſiion of their hearts , and 
aut no2 {4- grethey lett charm*d by its attraCtions ? then - 
borati* » they perceive their Pains converted into De- 
= ma. lights > what ſeem'd before impoſlible ro obs 
tur. Aus ſerve, appears now facile and eaſy , and they 
guſt. de areamaz'd that they have itood out ſo long 
boy,vidwt. the bearing-of a burden which gives them ſuck 
Pleaſure and Contentment. Love finds no- 
thing difficult to be conquer'd , it charms the 
affi&tion that attacques it, and as if it had bor- 
xow'd the ſecrets of Magick, ut changes pains 
and miſeries into very plealing and agreeable - 

Divertiſments, It meets with hs in ſuf- 
fering, 1t treats its perſecutors with the name 
of friends, and never reckons its {ef more 
bappy then when it becomes paſſe for the 
cauſe that it reveres. It is delighted with dit- 
ficulty , becauleiris a proof and tryal of its 


Conftancy, the labors and travel it indures, re- , 


lieves its faittfulneſs, and the joy itlooks tor 
from us poſſetlion , thall compleat and end its 
happynels, 
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The Third Diſcourſe. 


That Repentance 1s a chaſliſement ery 
agreable and adUantaztions. 


f rm is no neceſlity at all to have a notable 
piercing and diſcerning judgment to find 
cut that Sin is the greateſt of all Evils, that 
ic perverts the Nature , changes the Man to 
become beſtial , and makes of a Child ot God, 
the Slave of the Devil. Neither nced we be 
learned in Theology, to know that Malice is 
prejudicial and bloody to the Soul , rhac it re- 
duces itto nothing , and brings death to a Spi- 
rit that God hath made Immortal. Holineſs, 
which is the form of it , quits it as ſoon as it 
receives this Monſter, and makes a di- 
vorce with Grace, to fall into the embra- 
ces of its enemy. Its empire would be 
Eternal , 1t that Almighty God did not come 
10 Our ſuccour , and furniſh us with weapons 
ro expel] this Uſurper, Ofr by an exceſs of 
bounty , he adds his tavors to our deliverance, 
and renders us happy after he has redeemed us 
trom Servitude, For Repertance which abo- 
liſhes our crimes , ſtifles our evil inclinations, 
and reinftates us irto Grace and fayor with 
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our Maker , does contribute our felicity , and 
obliges us ro call our faults happy ones, be- 
cauſe it changes our Pride and Infolence 1rito 
Modeſty , cauſes innocence to ſucceed our ma- 
lice, and equals our condition to that of the 
greateſt rhings that ever have been upon the 
face of the Larth. 

The Holy Scripture obſerves none more fa- 
mous then St, oh the Baptiſt, according 
to its Language he was the greateſt and moſt 
Holy of the Sons of Men , and though he 
was conceived in Sin , we have this aſſurance 
thar he never bore the quality of a Criminal in 
the world. Hewas a Virgin to thedeath , and 
Impurity never made a breach upon his Sonl, 
He was a Martyr , and loft his Head in the de- 
fence of Juſtice, He was an Anchorite , and 
paſt the greateſt part of his lite in Deſarts. 
In ſhort, He appcai*d as an Angel upon earth, 
and living an-ongit Men, he entertain'd him- 
felf with thoſe in happineſs. Repentance 
cauſes part of all theſe advantages unto Sin- 
ners; it changes tteir wantonneſs Into conti- 
nence, and teaches them to become Yirgins 
after they bave loſt their Cl alticy. Ir makes 
them Martyrs, and caules them to feel, the 
pains and nuferies of thoſe generous Champi-' 
ons, wir are dead for the cauſe of the Son of 
God. It renders them Hermits in baniſhing 
them 1nto Solttudes , and inaking them find a 
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- retreat in their Hearts in the midſt of their 

* Cumbers and troubles in the world. Ir exalts 
them to the quality of Anpels , it teaches 
them Purity , ſanRtifes their diſpolnions , 
and -gives them a foretaſt of the pleaſure of 
happy Souls. 


Though the Crime be always odious, and 

It 15 not permitted us to commit a faulc that ſo 
we may reap advantage from it, yet it is cer- 
. tainRepentance gives a new birth to our former 
Vertue, derives good from our Sins , and ad- 
joyns a freſh ſanctity to that which thoſe had 
raviſh'd from us. + This Apoſtle, whoſe A- 
varice had fixt him to atable , who deceiv'd al- 
molt all who came to him to inrich himſfelt, 
who was reckoned as a publick Robber , and 
who even ſuck'd the blood of the poor by his 
extortions , has deſerved the name of the firſt 
of the Evangeliſts , his penitence acquired him 
that honor,and he became as famous in merits, 
as he had been execrable in his uſurijous deal- 
ings. The Church Univerſal is redevable to his 
labors, his Writings are become her Oracles , 
ſhe reveres all the words that are there record- 
ed, and He, who was known for an Impo- 
ture among his Citizens , is become the afſu- 
rance of the higheſt Miſteries of our Faith, His 
Repenrance rend*red him in ſome meaſure pre- 
ſumptuous , and made him aſpire to a dignity 
- I 3 which 
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which Faith and Hope couid not dare to pro- 
mile him. 

Who can believe Adam and Eve were Am- 
bitious anndlt their tears, and that thoſe who 
had their Mouths open oniy to breath our lighs, 
who covered their houlders with Sack-cloth , 
who wet the Bread they did eat with their 
weeping , could have thoughts for grandeur ? 
Yet thoſe glorious Slaves had hankerings after 
Liberty , and remembring the honors they had 
loſt , they efſay*d the utmoſt they could to re- 
cover them by their Repentance, The tor- 
ments they exerciſed upon their bodies , the 
Sobbs they ſent from their hearts , made them 
hope to re-enter intoitheir former Rights and 
Priviledges ; they a{lured themſelves that Ort- 
ginal Juſtice would follow their Repentance , 
and they ſhould regain rhe good affections of 
Conſuevi: (bar God whom unhappily they had offended. 
Deus hozo I bis Hope was not utterly Temerar1ous , lince 
rare peni- that Almighty God ſhows ſuch favor and mer- 
teres M4 cy tothe Penitent, that he always hearkens 
S' 7*.., (their Prayers, and does more uſually honor 
P Dam the repenting then the innocent Perſon, When 
an Serm, the Evangeliſts exhort us to appeaſe divine 
56, Juſtice by grief and ſorrow , and to puniſh 
upon onr bodies the {in we have committed , 
he does not put ps inthe middle between Pe- 
nirence and the Kingdom of Heaven , but in- 
ſeperably unites this yertue to Glory , arid 

ſeems 
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ſeems to prefer the grace beſtow'd upon vs 
through our Aﬀtliction , to that which we have 
conlerv'd by our Innocence. 

But though Penitence ſhould not work this 
Miracle, ſhould add nothing to our hrit Gran- 
deur, nor make us diſpute with the Saints the 
qualities thar render them famous in the 
Church , yet ſhould webe oblig'd to acknow- 
ledg, that in remitting our lins, it puts us in 
a ſtate above Calumny ; and has freed us 
trom the blame which conſequently would 
have follow*d them. It makes us to hold up 
our heads in the midſt of our enemies, ren- 
ders us inſen{1ble of all their reproaches , and 
does not ſuffer us to paſs for Criminals , 
though we have been culpable. Indeed it is to 
be unjuſt cowards ones {elf to revive a Crime 
which we have walh'd away with ourtears,and 
to refrelh our memories with what Cod bim- 
ſelf has pas'd over with forgetfulneſs. * Tis 
to be ſeverely malitious to our lelves to rippup 
a fault which divine Juſtice has aboliſhed and 
cancell'd , and to give an infamous name to that 
which has left off being in Nature, 

There is nothing more dreadful then to fall 
into the hands of the Son of God, rhe Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of Him, as of an inexorable Judg, 
and as if it had a mind to inhance and amplity 
the ſeverity of his decrees ; it gives him all the 
qualities that may render him Rigorous, Ir 
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calls.hima living God when He puniſhes the 
guilty , and as if his juſtice exceeded his mer- 
cy , and that he was more ſet upon the cha- 
ſtiling ot Offences , then recompencing good 
works, it ſays he a&s freely , that he is the 
abſolute Maſter of his Creatures , that his 
Power is above all their Laws, and that he 
follows no other motions then thoſe of his 
will in the exerciſe of his Juſtice : Yet his 


Diſcedite i rigour does not extend its ſelf but to aftu- 
me qu oÞe-al faults, it condemns only thoſe who per- 


Tamibnty 
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"ſevere in wickedneſs, who ſeek ſtill ro of- 


fend him af:cr death, and who till keep af- 
feRions for Sin, though they are under a 
ſtate cf Diſability to commit it, He will 
not be min{'ful of paſt faults, for, fear of 
being 1njurious to Penitence, and of re- 
viving thoſe offences which Grief has de- 
teſted, Tears waſhed away, and Punith- 
ments aboliſh*d. From thence is it that the 
Prophet Eſ:45 promiſes thoſe who ſubdue 
and mortify the Body , and who by Repen- 
tance appeaſe the anger of God whom they 
have provoked , that their {ins ſhall be chang- 
ed from their nature, they {hall become 
white as Snow , aid ſoft as Wool, and what 
ouglit to tumble them down to Hell, ſhall 
raiſe them up among the. Bleſſed. For as 
all things co-operate to the good of thoſe 
that love God, their Malice ſhall be turned 
into 
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into Piety , their fins which merited eternal 
Puniſhments ſhall bring upon them as Am- 
ple Recompences, and Grace taking away 
what was horrible in them , makes thereof 
the occaſion of their Felicity and Glory. 


There 1s no perſon but receives an extream 
Joy and fatisfaRtion when he finds himſelf 
clear from Servitude , that his Tyrants 
ceaſe to perſecute him, his vices are vaniſh- 
ing, and Innocence taking new. poſſeſſion 
in his heart. Who does not leap with joy 
when he ſees his Safety ariſe trom his Ru- 
.in? his Miſeries to be the cauſe of his Hap- 
pineſs? and that his crimes which rank him 
in the number of thoſe to be reproved, 
crown him in Heaven ? Penitence {till pro- 
duces theſe wonders in the Church, and 
animating Sinners againſt themſelves , ir 
gives them a bleſſedneſs in Heaven , after 
it has made them Martyrs, and Anchories, 
Virgins and Angels upon Earth, 
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The Fourth Diſcourſe. 


That Friendſhip augments the happineſs 
of a niſe Man. 


He wiſe Man now is become ſo advan- 

ced above the dominion of Fortune , 

and the vertue which cauſes his happineſs , 
is ſo little depending apon its empire, that 
he may very well glory in the contempt of 
all its favors. The brightneſs of Honors , 
the Pomp of Riches , the charms. of Plea- 
ſures and Delights no whit concern him, 
and it at any time they ltrike his Imagina- 
tion , they have never power to imprint 
themſelves upon his Will. He is content 
with thoſe Goods Nature has given him 
for his own, all his Glory ſprings from 
his advantages, and he eſteems himſelt a 
happy Man fo long as he bas the liberty 
to converſe with himſelf, But yet he does 
not rejze& the converſation of a Friend, the 
ſeverity of his diſpolition does not render 
him rude, and Savage, and though he be 
ſatisfied with his own perfeRtions , he will 
avow that the company of a perſon he ho- 
nors , 
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nors , may inlarge an{1 heighten his Hap- 
pinels, 


Indeed nothing ſeems more profitable in 
the World, then Frieniſhip; 'tis the bond 
of Nature, the ſupport ot Humane Society, 
the ſweetneſs of Life , and the moſt reaſon- 
able Pleaſure we meer with here below. 
Nething is more eſleniial unto Man then 
Unity, *cis the difference that ſeperates him 
from all thoſe of his Species, and accord- 
ing to the Language of Logi:tians , it ceaſes 
to ſubſilt in the world as ſoon as it is con- 
founded in their Community, And yet does 
Friendſhip every day overthrow this princi- 
ple, it unites the Souls of thoſe who are 
in Love one with another , diſtance of places 
does not hinder their approaches, and we 
may affirm they are inſeperable though they 
are at a great remoteneſs each from other. 
Their number does not at all combat with 
their unity , and they do but one and i 
ſame thing, though they be of different,,,,j,ze 
Natures. Though their Riches do reple- poſt: ef 
niſh their outward Man , yet have they no 4m:@ta, 
aſſured Matter, thoſe that thare in pgs ITE 
friendihip , may pretend ſome kind of right © 
in them, and preſume ro diſpole of that 
which their affection has acquired to them. 
Tlhieir govds and their evils are Rn 
what 
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what wounds the one grieves the other, 
and their Wills are in fo ſtrit a union, 
that even one and the ſame thing does e- 
qually both rejoyce and afflit them. 


They are ignorant what Diſſimulation is , 
their words are the interpreters of their 
thoughts, their Heart makes its rehdence 
upon their Tongue , and if they but con- 
ceal the minuteſt ſecrets to themſelyes, the 
believe that- they betray that Vertue which 
unites them, Some have ( moſt unwiſely ) 
thought chat Friendſhip was the only con- 
ſolation of reaſonable and intelligent Crea- 
tures, that Darkneſs was pref:rrable to 
Its abſence, and that they ought rather to 
delire they might be deprived of the 
light of the Sz, then to live and not be 
Friends. The malice of an Enemy may 
render them blind, Juſtice may bannith 
them into obfcure holes, and bury them 
quick under Earth. Bur Miſeries can make 
friends flock together, they ſupport and 
ſtay themſelves in what place ſoever they find 
them, the diverlicy of their conditions does no 
whit alter their Virtue , but they do cheriſh 
them under misfortunesas well as 1n proſperity. 

What is there can befal a Man more 
to his heart's delire, then to have a confi- 
dent to whom he may diſcoyer his thoughts ? 
who 
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who knows his Secrets are ſ{afe in hisbrea\, 
who leſs tears his friends Conſcience then his 
own , and who is aſſured that he as much in- 
tereſles himſelf in his diſgraces as happineſs. 

Yet we meet with but a tew of this ſort of 
People in the World , and 1 dare affirm, it 
is long lince that true affetion has been 
bannith'd from it, Oreſtes and Pylades are 
dead, and thole who would ſucceed them 
to this day, are no otherwiſe then Apes 
and Imitators. Flattery now among us , 
keeps the place of ſincere and loyal Friend- 
ſhip, and that Perſon ſeems to enter far- 
ther into our Intereſts, who can beſt accom- 
modate himſelf ro our Inclinations. As Vi- ; 
ces are ingenious, they are brought in a- — 
mong us under the guiſe of Vertue, Fear pon 
imitates Prudence, Temerity takes upon it ie , noz 
the name of Valour, and Avarice covers it imitatu7 
ſelf under the mantle of Oeconomy , —_—— 
tery borrows the attraftions of Friendſhip, (7. Jn 
ic inlinuatres it ſelf into the ſouls of thoſe pyerrric. 
that harken to ir, and renders it ſelf ſo much Sen, Epiſt, 
the mare agreable as the Venom that it in- 45: 
fuſes into ut 15 dangerous, It is hard to 
know an encmy that carries himſelf rowards 
us with an obliging reſpeRtulneſs, and who 
makes it the greateſt part of his ſtudy to 
pleaſe us. The Praiſes they give us are always 
dear and charming rous , we calily ſwailow 
ite 
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the belief that we are Vertuous, that Ho- 
neſty is born with us, and that Pru- 
dence is familiar and at home in us, and 
that no perſon comes near us but is ſenti- 
ble of our liberality , though we know their 
words bely their thoughts, and our Con- 
ſcience reproaches us tor our Injuſtice, our 
Indiſcreuon , and our Ayarice. 


Flatterers, who may very well be cal- 
led the Impoitors and Peſts of Humane So- 
ciety , have corrupted even the julte]t Men , 
and have ifinuated irto their hearts both 
Inſolence aud Preſumption. Princes , who 
have hearkened ro them, have oft-times 
changed their Empire into Tyranny , and 
ingaging themſelves in unprotiable Wars, 
have hazarded their Perſons and their 
States. They have broken the Peace that 
was neceſſary to rhe conſervation of their 
SubjeRts , they have attacqued enemies , 
whom Policy has obliged them to reſpet, 
and have yielded themſelves rather to be 
overcome , then forbear purſuing their En- 
terprizes. To Conclude, the Flatierer 1s 
a Devil that troubles the Soul of all thoſe 
he approaches, that dilpoles of their Wills , 
and inſpi;es them but wiuh the motion ot 
Price and Vanity, But the true Tricad is 
Sincere in his words, he diſcovers his Sentt+ 
ents 
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ments without Conſtraint, he regards the 
Advantage of him He loves, and not his 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction ; and he ſhould 
think himſelf unworthy of that name he 
bears, if he ſhould rather have a confider- 
ation for his Fortune then his Perſon ; He 
ſhould believe he defended his faults, if he 
permitted them; and did render himſelf re- 
ſponlible for all the miſchiefs rhat befell 
him, it Hedid not oblige him to follow Rea- 
ſon rather then the motions of that paſlion 
which poſleſſes him. 

As he is a faithful councellor of the per- 
ſon he loves, and intereſſes himſelf wholly 
in his happineſs, he rejeRts not his Advice, 
but becomes without trouble his Diſciple at- 
ter he has been his DireRor : and receives 
his Advertiſments with the ſame tranquillity 
and caſe of mind, as he had given them to 
him. From thence it is that Friendlhip is 
not found but among the Good, and there 
is nothing but Vertue can make one Soul 
pals into two different Bodies, i 

As Love according to Plato, is the bond - ontaney 
of the Univerſe, and cauſes that good In- 1wn inter 
telligence to ariſe, which is cbſerved in each bonos pro- 
of its parts; Friendlhip has not its ſubſi- {#*» 1ater 
ſtence bur through Veriue , it derives all its _—_— 
Glory t1em its Merit, and ceaſes being True ;., Cf. 
as ſoon as it leaves off turther Conyerſe with (od, Sup, 
it, P/al, 
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ir. The Antients , whoſe Ignorance and In- 

fidelity had buried rhem in darkneſs, had 
of it but ah imperfet ſhadow , and the cauſe 
of its birth, being wanting to them , 
they could never ingage themſelves but into 
affeRtions that were legitimate, Bur as ſoon as 
the Eternal Wiſdom diſfpated their darkneſs, 
that Faith began to caſt its beams into their 
hearts, Friendſhip was re-eſtabliſhed in the 
World , Men lived in a Community , heir 
thoughts were no more divided then their 
goods, and all agreeing in one and the ſame 
Principle , they diſcovered in their Republick 
the image and repreſentation of an Eternal 
Peace. Sothat Vertue is the ſoul of Friend- 
ſhip , it is requifitethat the knot which unites 
the Hearts ſhould be Tacred, and derive its 
Force from Piery , ro become True and Real. 
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